
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Washington’s young talent is ready to make a run. Find out more in the… 



 

 

>AL East   
Toronto  7 
Tampa Bay  9 
Boston  11 
New York  14 
Baltimore  15 

>AL Central  
Detroit  10 
Kansas City  16 
Cleveland  17 
Chicago  18 
Minnesota  20 

>AL West   
Texas  8 
Los Angeles 12 
Oakland  13 
Seattle  19 
Houston  21  

>NL East   
Washington 23 
Atlanta  26  
Philadelphia 29 
Miami  36 
New York  37 

>NL Central   
Cincinnati  24 
St. Louis  27 
Pittsburgh  31 
Milwaukee  32 
Chicago  33 

>NL West   
Los Angeles 25 
San Francisco 28 
Arizona  30 
San Diego  34 
Colorado  35 
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This Baseball Preview is written by Ben Weinrib. 
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Washington over Atlanta 
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MIKE TROUT RAN AWAY WITH THE STOLEN BASE 

CROWN, BUT HOW DOMINANT WAS HE, REALLY? AND 

WHY ARE THERE NO SABERMETRICS FOR BASE STEALING?  
 
 MMMast January, I introduced a new statistic that I’m sure all 
MMMof two people know about: the weighted net steal. I came 
MMMup with the statistic because I was a bit frustrated with 
how little attention was paid to baserunning statistics, 
considering that speed is one of the five major tools in baseball.  

 As far as baserunning stats are concerned, there are  
steals (which doesn’t take into account caught stealing), 
   net steals (which doesn’t put enough emphasis on 
   caught stealing), and the more revolutionary Ultimate 
    Base Running (which doesn’t take into account  
      stealing at all). Each statistic serves a different  
     purpose, but none measure which player wreaked the 
  most havoc on the basepaths.  
 To be fair, UBR is the strongest baserunning statistic 
       around. It measures how much value a player adds 
            by running the bases when he is already on base 
               and a ball is in play. We’re talking about taking  
                extra bases, tagging up, and advancing on 
                 ground balls. But the one thing it doesn’t cover 
                 is stolen bases, the purest utility of speed in 
                  baseball. The reason UBR doesn’t include 
                   stolen bases is because they are already 
                        included in wOBA, one of the three  
                       components of WAR.  

 I still wanted a measure for how much 
 value a player added stealing bases because 
  there has yet to be a measure for that facet 
   of the game. Measuring stolen base 
   prowess (although it is dependent on what 
   pitch is thrown—which you could argue 
  good base stealers can tell—and catcher 
   pop times) is an important and untouched 
   statistical frontier. 

 The formula for weighted net steals is 
derived from findings by Rays’ Director of 
Baseball Research and Development 
James Click that a player  
needs to 
 
needs to steal successfully 73% of the time 
to break even. This percentage changes 
with the number of outs and the position 
of the runner, but because we don’t 
currently have that specific of stolen bases 
data, we just have to run with all stolen 
bases needing to be successful about 73% 
of the time. 

 
In order for a player to not hurt his team, he will need to steal 

L 
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steal successfully 73% of the time to 
break even. This percentage changes 
with the number of outs and the 
position of the runner, but because we 
don’t currently have that specific of 
stolen bases data, we just have to run 
with all stolen bases needing to be 
successful about 73% of the time. 
 In order for a player to not hurt his 
team, he will need to steal eight bases 
for every three times he is caught 
stealing. Anything less is inefficient, and 
anything more means the player is 
adding value to his team. That gives us 
the following formula for Weighted Net 
Steals (abbreviated wNS): 

wNS = SB – (8/3)CS 

 The great thing about the formula 
is that it’s simple and easy to interpret. 
A player’s wNS is how many bases he 
added or lost for his team, so a player 
with 0 wNS did not affect his team’s 
production on the bases.  
 A cool addendum from my intro to 
the Weighted Net Steal last year is that 
stealing a base will add, on average, 0.17 
runs for his team. That bases-to-runs 
conversion comes from using a run 
expectancy table to find the value of 
taking an extra base and weighting each 
base-stealing scenario. Additionally, ten 
runs can be converted to the value of 
one win, so stealing one base will add 
 
Using steals, the top twenty base 
stealers would look like the following. 
Note the Weighted Net Steals and 
Stolen Base Percentage next to each 
player 
 

   SB CS
 wNS SB% 
Mike Trout   49 5
 35.7 0.907 
Michael Bourn 42 13
 7.3 0.764 
Ben Revere  40 9
 16 0.816 
Jose Reyes  40 11
 10.7 0.784 
Coco Crisp   39 4
 28.3 0.907 
Shane Victorino 39 6
 23 0.867 
Alcides Escobar 35 5
 21.7 0.875 
Jose Altuve  33 11

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Francoeur had MLB’s worst wNS (-
14.7  
 
  
 
far. Paul Konerko never attempting a 
stolen base helped out the White Sox 
more in terms of stealing than De Aza 
did, but we wouldn’t see that from just 
looking at stolen base totals.  
 And for that matter, we couldn’t 
even tell that by looking at net steals. 
De Aza still blows Konerko out of the 
water there14 to 0. While net steals 
does a better job than stolen bases, it’s 
more of a slap on the wrist to overly 
aggressive runners than an accurate 
depiction of base stealing acumen.  
 If we want to see who was the best 
base stealer, the best way would be to 
look at Weighted Net Steals. You may be 
surprised to see who makes it onto this 
list—sitting in the bottom right-hand 
corner of the page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
like precision with which he nabbed bags 
led him to have an outrageous 35.7 wNS, 
besting last year’s champ Coco Crisp by 
more than 10 bases. On stealing bases 
alone—not even factoring in stretching 
singles into doubles or scoring from 
first on a double—Trout added over 
three-fifths of a win for the Angels. 
 Additionally, Bourn, who had the 
second most steals in the league, only 
had a wNS of 7.3 because he stole 
successfully a barely-acceptable 76.4% 
of the time. The two names sitting at 
the bottom of the top 20—De Aza and 
Castro—were caught stealing so often 
that they actually cost the two Chicago 
teams a combined 15.7 bases.  
 As we can tell, judging base stealers 
on raw stolen bases doesn’t get us very 
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Top 20 Baserunners by Stolen Bases 
   SB CS wNS SB% 
       Mike Trout   49   5 35.7 0.907 
       Michael Bourn 42 13   7.3 0.764 
       Ben Revere  40   9 16.0 0.816 
       Jose Reyes  40 11 10.7 0.784 
       Coco Crisp   39   4 28.3 0.907 
       Shane Victorino 39   6 23.0 0.867 
       Alcides Escobar 35   5 21.7 0.875 
       Jose Altuve  33 11   3.7 0.750 
       Desmond Jennings 31   2 25.7 0.939 
       B.J. Upton  31   6 15.0 0.838 
       Jason Kipnis  31   7 12.3 0.816 
       Jimmy Rollins 30   5 16.7 0.857 
       Ryan Braun  30   7 11.3 0.811 
       Drew Stubbs 30   7 11.3 0.811 
       Norichika Aoki 30   8   8.7 0.789 
       Angel Pagan  29   7 10.3 0.806 
       Ichiro Suzuki 29   7 10.3 0.806 
       Cameron Maybin 26   7   7.3 0.788 
       Alejandro De Aza 26 12 -6.0 0.684 
       Starlin Castro 25 13 -9.7 0.658 
 

Top 20 Baserunners by Weighted Net Steals 
   SB CS wNS SB% 
       Mike Trout   49   5 35.7 0.907 
       Coco Crisp   39   4 28.3 0.907 
       Desmond Jennings 31   2 25.7 0.939 
       Shane Victorino 39   6 23.0 0.867 
       Alcides Escobar 35   5 21.7 0.875 
       Jimmy Rollins 30   5 16.7 0.857 
       Ben Revere  40   9 16.0 0.816 
       B.J. Upton  31   6 15.0 0.838 
       Eric Hosmer  16   1 13.3 0.941 
       Jason Kipnis  31   7 12.3 0.816 
       Ryan Braun  30   7 11.3 0.811 
       Drew Stubbs 30   7 11.3 0.811 
       Jose Reyes  40 11 10.7 0.784 
       Angel Pagan  29   7 10.3 0.806 
       Ichiro Suzuki 29   7 10.3 0.806 
       Michael Saunders 21   4 10.3 0.840 
       Alex Rodriguez 13   1 10.3 0.929 
       Paul Goldschmidt 18   3 10.0 0.857 
       Brandon Phillips 15   2    9.7 0.882 
       Erick Aybar  20   4    9.3 0.833 
 

0.017 wins to a team. 
 Using steals, the top 20 
base stealers would look 
like the chart at the bottom 
left corner of the page.  
 Two things jump out 
immediately right at the top 
of the chart. Not only did 
Trout run away with the 
stolen base crown, he did it 
while being the most 
efficient runner on the list 
not named Desmond 
Jennings. The sheer volume 
of stolen bases and surgeon-
like precision with which he 
nabbed bags led him to have 
an outrageous 35.7 wNS, 
besting last year’s champ 
Coco Crisp by more than 10 
bases. On stealing bases 
alone—not even factoring 
in stretching singles into 
doubles or scoring from 
first on a double—Trout 
added over three-fifths of a 
win for the Angels. 
 

Jeff Francoeur’s MLB-worst wNS (-14.7) goes 
very well with his .287 OBP and -5.8 UZR. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 What you’ll notice is that the top 
three guys on this list all stole over 90% 
successfully. That’s no surprise. What is 
surprising is to see corner infielders 
like Eric Hosmer, Alex Rodriguez, and 
Paul Goldschmidt on this list.  
 Another interesting note is that 
Yankee teammates Ichiro and A-Rod 
both ended up with 10.3 wNS. Obviously, 
there is a big difference in the aging 
stars’ quickness, but because Rodriguez 
was caught far less often, they ended up 
adding the same value to the club. The 
thing about Weighted Net Steals is that 
it’s about both efficiency and volume. 
 wNS is not just about efficiency—
Simpson’s Paradox plays a big role in 
this statistic—although the best base 
stealers are highly efficient. Out of the 
top 20, Hosmer stole at the best rate 
(94.1%), but he only attempted to take 
17 bags, so he ends up ninth on the list. 
After all, if efficiency were the only 
criteria, Prince Fielder’s one steal in 
one attempt would make him the 
biggest threat in the league. Efficiency 
is nice, but a player won’t add much 
value unless he puts that speed to use.   
 Weighted Net Steals are not a 
predictive statistic; it’s a descriptive 
one. But at the same time, one can use 
the data from this new stat to bring up  
questions about which type player 
might be more valuable going forward.  
 
 

 
 
 One should always take minor 
league stats with a shaker full of salt, 
but it’s hard to ignore the production of 
two of the most exciting players in the 
minor leagues. They would be Billy 
Hamilton and Delino DeShields Jr.  The 
top prospects—ranked 24th and 49th on 
my top 50—stole a combined 256 bases 
last season. Obviously these numbers 
are inflated because of the poor caliber 
of pitchers and catchers in the minors, 
but on a 20-80 scouting scale, they’ve 
both got grade 100 speed tools.  
 By sheer volume, Hamilton stole 
over 50% more bases (155 to 101), but 
his wNS is only 12% better than 
DeShields’ (56.3 to 50.3). Hamilton 
produced more for his teams because he 
racked up so many bases, but DeShields 
was more efficient at 84.2% success 
compared to 80.7% for Hamilton.  
 So which is better among high-
volume runners: the more efficient 
runner or the runner who can 
efficiently rack up more bases? 
 According to wNS, Hamilton was 
more valuable, and there’s something to 
be said for that. One could make the case 
Hamilton only had a higher wNS because 
he attempted more bases and DeShields 
would have been more productive if 
given the same amount of attempts. 
Except there’s a flaw in that argument. 
 Both Hamilton and DeShields 
 
 

 
 
reached base exactly 248 times. On the 
dot. They both had the exact same 
amount of opportunities and Hamilton 
took advantage of them better. Because 
DeShields held back those extra 72 
times, he became more efficient in his 
stealing but produced less.  
 Hamilton chose to attempt stealing 
in scenarios in which DeShields chose 
to held back. When there was a pitcher 
dealing in the upper-90s. When the 
catcher had a cannon arm. When a lefty 
starter had a tricky pickoff move. 
Hamilton may not be as efficient 
overall, but because he was able to and 
chose to take the extra base so much 
more often than DeShields, he comes 
the more valuable runner.  
 Using Weighted Net Steals can teach 
us so much about how to use steals as a 
weapon. The Moneyball A’s infamously 
told speedsters Johnny Damon and Ray 
Durham to quit running, and while they 
were smart to be cautious, avoiding 
stealing inefficiently, they went over-
board. Running the bases at a good clip 
is an easy way to exploit player talent 
and draw more value out of a team, as 
long as you break that 73% success rate. 
 Stealing can be especially useful for 
a team that lacks power—taking extra 
on the basepaths instead of with raw 
power. Maybe that’s why the Moneyball 
A’s never won anything. 
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The Legend of Billy Hamilton 
 

 The Legend of Billy Hamilton was 
born two years ago when the speedster 
stole 101 bases in a season. He’s since 
shattered that record, but no moment 
encompasses the Billy Hamilton 
experience better than an April 20th game 
against the High-A San Jose Giants.  
 Hamilton’s Bakersfield Blaze were 
tied up at 0 in the bottom of the ninth 
when Hamilton singled. He proceeded to 
second. And then he took third. The 
infield came in with one out, and Juan 
Duran hit a shallow pop up right to the 
second baseman, Carter Jurica. Jurica got 
under the ball and caught it—only to see 
Hamilton scramble home after tagging up 
to score the winning run.  
 Yeah, Billy Hamilton’s kind of fast. 
We’re talking scoring an inside-the-park 
homer in 13.8 seconds fast. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American League Projected Standings 
AL East  AL Central  AL West 

Team W-L GB   W-L GB   W-L GB 

Blue Jays 96-66 --  Tigers 93-69 --  Rangers 93-69 -- 
Rays 93-69 3  Royals 78-84 15  Angels 90-72 3 
Red Sox 90-72 6  Indians 77-85 16  Athletics 86-76 7 
Yankees 83-79 13  White Sox 76-86 17  Mariners 71-91 22 
Orioles 78-84 18  Twins 60-100 34  Astros 54-108 38 
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Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Aaron Sanchez RHP 3 plus pitches including upper-90s heat. Overpowering stuff covers up poor control. B+ 
Roberto Osuna RHP Impressive command for his age (18). Far from the majors, but he has the pitches. B+ 

D.J. Davis CF Absolutely elite speed and plus defense. Compact swing, some power—leadoff type. B 
Sean Nolin LHP Big-framed workhorse. Throws strikes, great numbers, needs to improve off-speeds. B 

Marcus Stroman RHP Severely undersized at 5’9”, could force him to close. Electric fastball and plus slider. B 
Daniel Norris LHP ERA is ugly, but changeup, strikeout numbers look good. High upside, needs work. B 
Matt Smoral LHP High upside, foot injury hurt stock. Fastball/slider impressive, changeup needs work. B- 

Alberto Tirado RHP Three off-speed pitches, none too impressive. Velocity up to the mid-90s. Still raw. B- 
John Stilson RHP Above-average stuff with poor control. Injury history may major force him to the pen. B- 
A.J. Jimenez C Plus defender (strong arm) coming of TJ Surgery. Gap power, bat is average at best. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Jose Reyes SS 
.287 .347 .433 11 40 4.5 

Melky Cabrera LF 
.346 .390 .516 11 13 4.6 

Jose Bautista RF 
.241 .358 .527 27 5 3.2 

Edwin Encarnacion 1B 
.280 .384 .557 42 13 4.4 

Adam Lind DH 
.255 .314 .414 11 0 0.2 

Brett Lawrie 3B 
.273 .324 .405 11 13 2.9 

Colby Rasmus CF 
.223 .289 .400 23 4 1.4 

J.P. Arencibia C 
.223 .275 .435 18 1 1.3 

Emilio Bonifacio 2B 
.258 .330 .316 1 30 0.6 

 

Rajai Davis OF 
.257 .309 .378 8 46 0.5 

Maicer Izturis IF 
.256 .320 .315 2 17 0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

R.A. Dickey RHP 
2.73 3.27 1.05 233.2 230 4.6 

Brandon Morrow RHP 
2.96 3.65 1.11 124.2 108 2.4 

Mark Buehrle LHP 
3.74 4.18 1.17 202.1 125 2.1 

Josh Johnson RHP 
3.81 3.40 1.28 191.1 165 3.8 

Ricky Romero LHP 
5.77 5.14 1.67 181.0 124 0.5 

 

Casey Janssen RHP 
2.54 3.08 0.86 63.2 67 1.2 

Sergio Santos RHP 
9.00 6.49 2.00 5.0 4 -0.2 

The Big Number 
 

Romero’s 
walk total 
last year, 

tied for the 
league lead. 

 Alex Anthopoulos might just be the best 
GM in the league, and most people probably 
think he’s a master of Greek cuisine rather than 
a baseball exec. Aside from trading Mike Napoli 
for Frank Francisco, the man’s track record has 
been essentially flawless—he’s the ninja of GMs. 
He got out from under the $86 million owed to 
Vernon Wells. He turned reliever Brandon 
League into budding star Brandon Morrow. He 
even locked up Jose Bautista for $64 million over 
5 years. And now Anthopoulos mastermindedly 
(yeah, I just made up that word) created one of 
the best rosters in the majors. 
 Before this season, Anthopoulos made bold 
moves, but very tempered bold moves. He 
acquired risk-reward, “low-character” players 
like Colby Rasmus and Yunel Escobar but never 
acquired any high profile players, clinging to 
his minor leaguers. Toronto was collecting a 
very good group of talented players, but the 
team was never close to contending. 
 That all changed when Anthopoulos made 
the biggest trade of his life, sending three top 
prospects and two young major leaguers to 
Miami for Jose Reyes, Josh Johnson, Mark 
Buehrle, and Emilio Bonifacio. Suddenly, the Blue 
Jays had star power, a deep rotation, and a lot of 
speed. Three days later, he snatched up Melky 
Cabrera for just $16 million over two years. 
 Those moves alone would have made the 
Jays a borderline World Series contender, but 
Anthopoulos had one more move up his sleeve. 
The Jays went all-in, trading Travis d’Arnaud 
and Noah Syndergaard for the reigning NL Cy 
Young Award winner, R.A. Dickey. Anthopoulos 
wasn’t messing around anymore. Toronto was 
suddenly built to win it all. 
 This new, revamped Blue Jays team now 
rocks potentially one of the best rotations in 
the majors—amazing, considering they 
produced the third least pitching WAR as a 
team last year. Barring massive injuries, the 
Jays will have five top-of-the rotation starters, 
although each does carry a certain amount of 
risk.  
 Dickey certainly will never be better than 
he was in 2012, and 38-year old knuckleballers 
aren’t the most reliably consistent pitchers, but 
his worst-case scenario—30 starts at a 3.50 
ERA—is still really good value and a massive 
upgrade from Henderson Alvarez last year. 
Josh Johnson and Brandon Morrow have 
incredible stuff but have been hampered by 
injuries over the last two years. Ricky Romero 
looked like a potential ace after his 2.92 ERA 
over 225 innings in 2011, but he followed it up 
with a ghastly 5.77 ERA and 5.22 BB/9, leaving 
Toronto wondering which direction the young 
pitcher is heading.  
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although each does a certain amount of risk.  
 Dickey certainly will never be better than 
he was in 2012, and 38-year old knuckleballers 
aren’t the most reliably consistent pitchers, but 
his worst-case scenario—30 starts at a 3.50 
ERA—is still really good value and a massive 
upgrade from Henderson Alvarez last year. 
Some pitchers carry injury risk (Brandon 
Morrow and Josh Johnson), while others have 
been inconsistent (Ricky Romero), but at the 
end of the day, this rotation is worlds ahead of 
the group that grossed 4.6 WAR in 2012. 
 The rotation is loaded. The lineup is 
balanced and star-studded. The Jays even have 
a couple big arms at the back of the bullpen. 
There’s not much to dislike about this team, 
unless you have a sneaking suspicion that 
Dickey, Bautista, Edwin Encarnacion, and 
Melky Cabrera will all come crashing down to 
Earth at the same time.   
 
 

RHP Brandon Morrow 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Jurickson Profar SS Has all the tools with an outstanding approach, MLB ready. Top prospect in the game. A 

Mike Olt 3B Stud defender with big power, arm, and some strikeout issues. Can also play 1B/RF. B+ 
Martin Perez LHP Great fastball-changeup combo, but curve, command are iffy. Still very young at 21. B+ 
Cody Buckel RHP Fantastic command to match four-pitch mix. Won’t flop, but lacks an All-Star upside. B+ 

Lewis Brinson CF Potential five-tool player far from the majors. Quicker hands skyrockets his potential. B 
Joey Gallo 3B Light tower power and a big arm; strikes out and walks a lot. May have to shift to 1B. B 

Nomar Mazara RF Bonus baby with impressive raw power, and a lot of raw edges. High risk high reward. B- 
Jorge Alfaro C Toosly, but that hasn’t translated to production. Big arm, power, but may not stick at C. B- 

Luis Sardinas SS Plus defender with outstanding speed. Bat could be plus, but he has battled injuries. B- 
Luke Jackson RHP Fastball touches 97 and he has a plus curveball with good stamina. Command is iffy. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Ian Kinsler 2B 
.256 .326 .423 19 21 3.2 

Elvis Andrus SS 
.286 .349 .378 3 21 4.2 

Lance Berkman DH 
.259 .381 .444 2 2 0.4 

Adrian Beltre 3B 
.321 .359 .561 36 1 6.5 

Nelson Cruz RF 
.260 .319 .460 24 8 1.3 

David Murphy LF 
.304 .380 .479 15 10 4.0 

A.J. Pierzynski C 
.278 .326 .501 27 0 3.4 

Mitch Moreland 1B 
.275 .321 .468 15 1 0.6 

Craig Gentry CF 
.304 .367 .392 1 13 2.9 

 

Leonys Martin OF 
.174 .235 .370 0 3 -0.4 

Geovany Soto C 
.198 .270 .343 11 1 0.5 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Matt Harrison LHP 
3.29 4.03 1.26 213.1 133 3.8 

Yu Darvish RHP 
3.90 3.29 1.28 191.1 221 5.1 

Derek Holland LHP 
4.67 4.75 1.22 175.1 145 1.7 

Alexi Ogando RHP 
3.27 3.73 1.00 66.0 66 0.9 

Martin Perez LHP 
5.45 4.15 1.63 38.0 25 0.5 

 

Joe Nathan RHP 
2.80 2.78 1.06 64.1 78 1.8 

Joakim Soria RHP 
4.03 3.49 1.28 60.1 60 0.9 

The Big Number 
 

Moreland’s 
OBP, which 
ranks 28th 

among first 
basemen. 

 This was a big winter for the Rangers. 
Sluggers Josh Hamilton and Mike Napoli were 
headed to free agency, and the team looked 
poised to add salary by potentially signing 
Zack Greinke or trading for Justin Upton or 
James Shields. It turns out the Rangers made 
three moves. They signed Lance Berkman, A.J. 
Pierzynski, and Joakim Soria.  
 As good as that may have sounded in 2008, 
that’s not going to cut it for a team that had 
aspirations to sign the best hitter and pitcher 
on the market. But World Series aren’t won in 
the off-seasons. You can ask the 2011 Phillies 
and Red Sox about that one. 
 Thanks to the way the Rangers are 
constructed, the team will be just fine without 
any big splashes this winter. In fact, they’ll be 
more than fine. Because of their power, 
defense, and youth, the Rangers will still be 
among the best teams in the league. 
 The Rangers have always been known for 
their power—partially because of their hitter-
friendly home ballpark. But even after 
Hamilton, Napoli, and their 67 home runs’ 
departures, Texas will be just fine. Adrian 
Beltre quietly walloped 36 bombs, Nelson Cruz 
and Ian Kinsler combined for 39 homers, and 
David Murphy and Mitch Moreland each had 
15 in half-seasons. Add in Berkman’s bat with a 
transition to a nicer ballpark and away from 
playing defense and this lineup is potent. 
 The silver lining for Hamilton and Napoli’s 
departure is that the defense will greatly 
improved. Those two heavyweights combined 
to give up over 22 runs on defense over a full 
season, per UZR. Craig Gentry and A.J. 
Pierzysnski, their replacements, save more 
than 27 runs per year, giving the Rangers a 
five-win swing just on defense. These numbers 
are a bit deceiving because of Napoli not 
staying healthy and Gentry’s small sample size, 
but the point remains that the defense will be 
much improved, especially with the emergence 
of defensive wizard Jurickson Profar.  
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of defensive wizard Jurickson Profar.  
 Finally, the last key to this Texas team is 
their youth. Elvis Andrus is just 24 and Yu 
Darvish is 26, but beyond that, the team will 
depend on several rookies. Star prospects 
Profar and Mike Olt plus Leonys Martin should 
play big roles this season, despite not being in 
the Opening Day lineup, although there could 
be a trade in the works to free up more time for 
the players or free the players themselves. 
Even 80% of the rotation is 27 or younger. 
 The Rangers have been great for three 
years, and losing two free agents won’t change 
that fact. The hitting is evident; the defense is 
evident; even the quality young pitching is 
evident. But this team is dependent on youth, 
which can backfire in a big way. Luckily, 
however, their crop of prospects is very safe. 
 

SS Elvis Andrus 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Wil Myers RF Great bat with plus power. Not much to hate, just one of the best prospects around. A 
Taylor Guerrieri RHP Potential ace with plus fastball, curve. Impeccable control, but far from the majors. B+ 

Chris Archer RHP Overpowers hitters with sterling stuff, but control wavers. Ready to contribute now. B+ 
Hak-Ju Lee SS Fantastic defense, speed, and discipline, but bat is far behind and he lacks any power. B 

Jake Odorizzi RHP Three solid off-speeds, fastball is flat, prone to fly balls. Athletic, durable, projectable. B 
Alex Colome LHP Electric stuff, but injury problems and imperfect delivery lead to control problems. B 

Richie Schaffer 3B Polished, big power, solid discipline. Potential plus defender, may play another corner. B 
Enny Romero LHP Upper 90s heat with a high ceiling. Tough to hit, but he walks far too many hitters. B 

Blake Snell LHP Raw but projectable with great strikeout, groundball rates. Pitches are just average. B- 
Drew Vettleson RF Jack-of-all-Trades with plus arm, smooth swing. Power to set in as he ages, bulks up. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Desmond Jennings CF 
.246 .314 .388 13 31 3.5 

Matt Joyce LF 
.241 .341 .429 17 4 1.8 

Evan Longoria 3B 
.289 .369 .527 17 2 2.4 

Ben Zobrist RF 
.270 .377 .471 20 14 5.9 

Luke Scott DH 
.229 .285 .439 14 5 0.3 

Yunel Escobar SS 
.353 .300 .344 9 5 1.8 

James Loney 1B 
.249 .293 .336 6 0 -0.1 

Kelly Johnson 2B 
.225 .313 .365 16 14 0.7 

Jose Molina C 
.223 .286 .355 8 3 0.9 

 

Sam Fuld OF 
.255 .318 .327 0 7 0.3 

Sean Rodriguez Util 
.213 .281 .326 6 5 0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

David Price LHP 
2.56 3.05 1.10 211.0 205 3.3 

Jeremy Hellickson RHP 
3.10 4.60 1.25 177.0 124 1.9 

Matt Moore LHP 
3.81 3.93 1.35 177.1 175 3.3 

Alex Cobb RHP 
4.03 3.67 1.25 136.1 106 2.1 

Jeff Niemann RHP 
3.08 3.09 1.11 38.0 34 1.5* 

 

Fernando Rodney RHP 
0.60 2.13 0.78 74.2 76 0.0 

Jake McGee LHP 
1.95 1.81 0.80 55.1 73 1.3 

The Big Number 
 

Rodney’s 
career ERA 
before his 
2012 0.60 
campaign. 

 Tampa Bay didn’t have any massive free 
agent signings. They didn’t mortgage the farm 
for a big-name superstar. This winter, they 
even lost homegrown B.J. Upton, who signed in 
Atlanta for $75 million, and traded away their 
most consistent pitcher of the last six years, 
James Shields. However, after making several 
of their signature under-the-radar moves, the 
Rays are still in the thick of the playoff hunt. 
 By far the most Rays-like move of the off-
season was the Shields trade to Kansas City. The 
31-year old was two years away from free agen-
cy, and the Rays are swimming in young starting 
pitching; Shields was expendable, expensive, 
and extremely valuable. What’s interesting is 
not that they traded their number two starter—
it’s amazing what they got in return. 
 Since the promotions of Matt Moore and 
Desmond Jennings, the Rays’ farm system has 
been somewhat depleted. Hak-Ju Lee never 
started to hit and Chris Archer got hit around a 
bit in AAA, but the system remained deep. All 
they lacked was a star. Enter, Wil Myers.  
 For Shields, the Rays fetched Myers, a 22-year 
old outfielder who wreaked havoc on the upper 
minors last year to the tune of a .314/.387/.600 
hitting line and 37 home runs. Baseball America 
ranked Myers the fourth best prospect in the 
game, and he should be in line for an early call-
up. His star and hype are very reminiscent of 
another player they called up five years ago—
Evan Longoria. Quite honestly, I’m surprised 
they haven’t signed Myers to a 12-year, $35 
million extension with three team options yet.  
 The Rays offense—and team as a whole, 
really—remains very young. And that’s not a 
bad thing. Luke Scott and Jose Molina are the 
only starters over thirty; the rest of the lineup 
is now entering their respective primes. With 
Longoria, Myers, Matt Joyce, and Ben Zobrist 
mashing in the middle of the order plus a 
potential breakout star leading off, this lineup 
is very well-rounded. That being said, I’m 
stillsaid,(Jennings 
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still scratching my head over why the Rays signed 
James “.293 OBP .088 ISO” Loney to play first. 
 What’s really impressive about this team, 
though, is how deep their pitching is. David 
Price already asserted himself as one of the best 
starters in the game, leading a staff of very 
young pitchers. Even after trading Shields and 
Wade Davis, the Rays can still roll out Jeremy 
Hellickson, Moore, Alex Cobb, Chris Archer, and 
Jake Odorizzi, all of whom are ready to help out 
the big league club in big ways.  
 The scariest part is that this team was third 
in pitching WAR last year, and these young 
guys are only getting better. Tampa doesn’t 
have the big names of Toronto, Boston, or New 
York, but they’ll be able to pitch their way 
under the radar into the playoffs again. 
 

LF Desmond Jennings 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Nick Castellanos 3B Hits very well, power should come soon. Plus arm, needs more patience. Also plays RF. A- 

Avisail Garcia RF Plus bat and plus future power. Great arm, but over-aggressive approach hurts value. B 
Jake Thompson RHP Big frame with power sinker. Needs another off-speed, although command is great. B 
Bruce Rondon RHP Huge velocity, lots of Ks, but has no chance to start plus command and weight tissues. B 
Tyler Collins RF Hits for average, walks, and runs well, but he only has gap power. Might be a tweener.  B 

Austin Schotts CF Great athlete with plus speed and range. Little current power, possible leadoff type. B- 
Danry Vasquez LF Big, wiry frame with high upside. Needs to improve discipline, approve versus LHP. B- 
Casey Crosby LHP Hits the mid-90s, but control kills value. Should settle as a back-of-the-rotation starter. B- 

Eugenio Suarez SS Very solid defender across the infield (utility guy?). Gets on base well, some speed.  C+ 
Brenny Paulino RHP Missed 2012 with shoulder problems. Live arm, good frame, needs improved off-speeds. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Austin Jackson CF 
.300 .377 .479 16 12 5.5 

Torii Hunter RF 
.313 .365 .451 16 9 5.3 

Miguel Cabrera 3B 
.330 .393 .606 44 4 7.1 

Prince Fielder 1B 
.313 .412 .528 30 1 4.9 

Victor Martinez DH 
.330 .380 .470 12 1 2.9* 

Andy Dirks LF 
.322 .370 .487 8 1 1.6 

Jhonny Peralta SS 
.239 .305 .384 13 1 2.6 

Alex Avila C 
.243 .352 .384 9 2 2.6 

Omar Infante 2B 
.274 .300 .419 12 17 3.2 

 

Quintin Berry OF 
.258 .330 .354 2 21 1.0 

Ramon Santiago MI 
.206 .283 .272 2 1 -0.2 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Justin Verlander RHP 
2.64 2.94 1.06 238.1 239 6.8 

Doug Fister RHP 
3.45 3.42 1.19 161.2 137 3.6 

Anibal Sanchez RHP 
3.86 3.53 1.27 195.2 167 3.8 

Max Scherzer RHP 
3.74 3.27 1.27 187.2 231 4.6 

Rick Porcello RHP 
4.59 3.91 1.53 176.1 107 2.9 

 

Bruce Rondon RHP 
1.53 3.20 1.09 53.0 66 --* 

Phil Coke LHP 
4.00 3.47 1.65 54.0 51 0.7 

The Big Number 
 

Porcello and 
Scherzer’s 
combined 

BABIP, the 2 
worst in MLB. 

 Last year I made a bet. It wasn’t a good 
one, I’m not proud of it, and it didn’t work out 
well. Let’s just say it involved the Red Sox and 
Tigers, and I had the team that I always seem 
to predict to win the World Series.  
 To be fair, the Tigers under-achieved during 
the regular season. They had the seventh best 
record in the AL, but they happened to play in 
by far the weakest division in baseball—the 
other four teams averaged just 72 wins. Also, 
to be fair, the Red Sox stank worse than a used 
diaper filled with Indian food. 
 The main reason I wasn’t high on the Tigers 
was because it looked like GM Dave Dombrowski 
drafted a fantasy team using the Stars and Scrubs 
strategy. As if the GM spent $110 of his $240 
roto auction budget on Miguel Cabrera, Justin 
Verlander, and Prince Fielder and had to fill out 
the rest of his team with cheap filler players 
like, say, Jhonny Peralta and Rick Porcello.  
 Except Detroit was so much more balanced 
than that. Austin Jackson broke out as a potential 
superstar, Max Scherzer blossomed into a top-
of-the-rotation starter, and Doug Fister patched 
together another strong season. Dombrowski 
even got creative at the trade deadline, picking 
up Anibal Sanchez and Omar Infante. 
 This year, the team should be even better. 
Sanchez and Infante will play full seasons in the 
Motor City, the team won’t have to suffer through 
Delmon Young ever again, and they’ll get contri-
butions from top prospects Nick Castellanos and/ 
or Avisail Garcia at some point. Furthermore, 
Victor Martinez will finally be back from an ACL 
injury, and the Tigers brought in Torii Hunter 
to replace Brennan Boesch—a 6.6 WAR swing.  
 The lineup will be great—we saw that last 
year—but I still have marked concerns about the 
infield defense. Miguel Cabrera is terribly over-
matched at third base, and Prince Fielder isn’t 
getting any more agile as he ages. Even Peralta 
has below average range—although his UZR 
doesn’t show it. That’s going to be a significant 
issue going forward with big ground ball 
pitchers Doug Fister and Rick Porcello.  
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issue going forward with big ground ball 
pitchers Fister and Porcello.  
 They don’t have multiple aces atop the 
rotation, but there’s nothing wrong with one of 
the most dominant righties and three number 
two/three-type starters. A more pressing concern 
is their thin bullpen with all-heat, no-control 
rookie Bruce Rondon taking over as closer and 
just one reliever (Brayan Villareal) who had an 
ERA under 3.50 last season. But their strong 
rotation should make up for that deficit. 
 The Tigers should be better than they were 
last season—but remember they only won 88 
games in the Big East of baseball divisions. With 
Cleveland and Kansas City improved, I can easily 
see 93 wins out of this team. Between their 
improvement and their quality of competition, 
they’re the biggest playoff lock in the league. 
 

1B Prince Fielder 

*2011 Statistics 

*Minor League Statistics 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Xander Bogaerts SS Absolutely rakes with 30+ HR power. Reached AA at 19. Should stick at SS for a while. A 
Jackie Bradley Jr. CF Elite defender with great instincts. Plus bat, average speed, but power still developing. B+ 

Matt Barnes RHP Fastball works in the upper 90s with movement. Plus curve, control, #2 starter ceiling. B+ 
Allen Webster RHP Plus sinking fastball, change, promising slider. Generates grounders, command is iffy B+ 
Garin Cecchini 3B Plus bat with surprising speed, great bat speed, instincts. Power development is key. B 
Blake Swihart C Athletic with bat speed, high ceiling. Has work to do defensively, needs to fill out frame. B 
Henry Owens LHP Big and lanky, lots of Ks despite spotty command, secondary pitches. High risk/reward. B 
Bryce Brentz RF Prototypical RF with plus power, arm. Too aggressive vs. off-speeds, lacks elite ceiling. B 

Deven Marrero SS Polished college bat with great overall defense and above-average discipline, speed. B- 
Jose Iglesias SS Wizard-like defender with just passable bat. Solid speed, ugly discipline, still young. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Jacoby Ellsbury CF 
.271 .313 .370 4 14 1.5 

Shane Victorino RF 
.255 .321 .383 11 39 3.3 

Dustin Pedroia 2B 
.290 .347 .449 15 20 4.5 

David Ortiz DH 
.318 .415 .611 23 0 3.0 

Mike Napoli 1B 
.227 .343 .469 24 1 2.0 

Will Middlebrooks 3B 
.288 .325 .509 15 4 2.1 

Jarrod Saltalamacchia C 
.222 .288 .454 25 0 2.0 

Jonny Gomes LF 
.262 .377 .491 18 3 2.1 

Stephen Drew SS 
.223 .309 .348 7 1 0.0 

 

Pedro Ciriaco IF 
.293 .315 .390 2 16 0.9 

David Ross C 
.256 .321 .449 9 1 1.5 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Jon Lester LHP 
4.82 4.11 1.38 205.1 166 3.3 

Clay Buchholz RHP 
4.56 4.65 1.33 189.1 129 1.9 

Ryan Dempster RHP 
3.38 3.69 1.20 173.0 153 3.3 

Felix Doubront LHP 
4.86 4.37 1.45 161.0 167 2.1 

John Lackey RHP 
6.41 4.71 1.62 160.0 108 1.5* 

 

Joel Hanrahan RHP 
2.72 4.45 1.27 59.2 67 -0.4 

Andrew Bailey RHP 
7.04 4.53 1.89 15.1 14 0.0 

The Big Number 
 

Buchholz’s 
ERA, the 
lowest of 

any 2012 Red 
Sox starter. 

 If you’ve read my baseball previews over 
the past seven years, you’ve probably noticed a 
pattern. There’s one team perpetually sitting 
atop my rankings, predicted to win the World 
Series every year. That would be my 
(hometown) Boston Red Sox. 
 It’s not that I picked the Red Sox to win every 
year because I root for them—believe it or not—
I honestly thought they were the best team in 
baseball. Biases aside, Boston had some great 
teams. They won it all after my first preview, 
and they have exceptional talent every year. 
Great hitters from Manny to Papi to Pedroia to 
A-Gon to Crawford—er maybe not. Great 
pitchers from Schilling to Beckett to Lester to 
Lackey and Dice-K—well not so much.  
 Boston only won the AL East once over those 
six years, but that was partly due to the strength 
of their division. Over that stretch, the Sawx were 
second in the league in pitching, second in hitting, 
and third in fielding—the only team in the top 
twelve of all three categories. Thanks to untimely 
injuries, collapsing pitching, and fried chicken, 
they never capitalized on their dominant teams. 
 Boston hit rock bottom last year when 
Murphy’s Law reared its ugly head. Jacoby 
Ellsbury and David Ortiz combined to play just 
164 games, Clay Buchholz had the lowest ERA 
in the rotation at 4.56, and Bobby V created a 
fissure in the clubhouse. The Dodgers gifted 
Boston a do-over, taking on Adrian Gonzalez, 
Carl Crawford, Josh Beckett, and their $294 
million salaries for two young power pitchers. At 
once, the Red Sox lost a great deal of star power 
but gained crucial financial wiggle room.  
 Gonzalez was fairly compensated at $22 
million annually, but it’s no secret that Crawford 
and Josh Beckett were being overpaid for their 
services at $20+ million and $16 million 
annually. Freeing up that money allowed the 
Red Sox to reinvest more efficiently.  
 The team reinvigorated its pitching staff 
with Ryan Dempster—they also get Lackey back 
as a 5th starter—and picked up David Ross, 
Stephen Drew, Jonny Gomes, Mike Napoli, and 
Shane Victorino (although Michael Bourn later 
signed for a lower AAV). While the second 
group lacks big names, it is cheaper, under 
contract for less time, and out-performed the 
group of now-Dodgers last year (12.2 WAR vs. 
6.3 WAR).  
 We forget how great Red Sox teams have 
been recently because of how badly things 
have ended recently. Boston’s order will mash 
with a deep 1-6 (save for Victorino if he keeps 
up his ugly platoon split, although Napoli will 
just rake in Fenway) and a very underrated 
bottom of the order. The pitching can’t be 
worse with Lester and Clay Buchholz 
progressing back to the mean and the new 
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as a 5th starter—and picked up David Ross, Mike 
Napoli, Stephen Drew, Jonny Gomes, and Shane 
Victorino (although Michael Bourn later signed 
for a lower AAV). While the second group lacks 
big names, it is cheaper, under contract for less 
time, and out-performed the group of now-
Dodgers last year (12.2 WAR vs. 6.3 WAR).  
 We forget how great Boston teams were 
because of how badly things ended. This Sox team 
will mash with a deep 1-6 (save for Victorino if he 
keeps up his ugly platoon split, although Napoli 
will just rake in Fenway) and a very underrated 
bottom of the order. They can’t pitch any worse 
now with a crazy deep bullpen plus Lester and 
Buchholz progressing back to the mean. Essenti-
ally everything went wrong in 2012, and that 
doomsday scenario won’t happen again. Don’t 
dismiss this team because of the past two years; 
they’re talented enough to make a playoff run. 
 
 
 
 

*2011 Statistics 

CF Jacoby Ellsbury 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Kaleb Cowart 3B Elite defender with plus arm strength. Hits well for average lefty, more power righty. B+ 
Nick Maronde LHP Good control for ¾ arm slot delivery. MLB-ready, but needs better changeup to start.  B 

C.J. Cron 1B Massive power, high contact rates make up for lack of walks. Big frame limits glove.  B 
Randal Grichuk RF Drafted directly before Mike Trout; raw with good contact, power, speed, no patience B- 
Taylor Lindsey 2B One of the sweetest swings in the minors, but he may not have the skills to stick at 2B. B- 
Austin Wood RHP High potential with plus slider, fastball, and poor command. Resuslts are inconsistent. B- 
R.J. Alvarez RHP Power reliever reaching 100. Slider looks good, command not so much. Fast mover. B- 

Kole Calhoun OF Old prospect (25), but he’s hit at every level. Crazy hustle—4th outfielder, maybe more. B- 
Alex Yarbrough 2B Fast mover with a polished approach, but little power. Decent fielder with good speed. C+ 
Mike Clevenger RHP Strong 4-pitch mix, mid-rotation potential. To miss 2013 with Tommy John Surgery. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Mike Trout LF 
.326 .399 .564 30 49 10.0 

Erick Aybar SS 
.290 .324 .416 8 20 3.4 

Albert Pujols 1B 
.285 .343 .516 30 8 3.9 

Josh Hamilton RF 
.285 .354 .577 43 7 4.4 

Mark Trumbo DH 
.268 .317 .491 32 4 2.4 

Howie Kendrick 2B 
.287 .325 .400 8 14 2.8 

Alberto Callaspo 3B 
.252 .331 .361 10 4 2.7 

Chris Iannetta C 
.240 .332 .398 9 1 1.3 

Peter Bourjos CF 
.220 .291 .315 3 3 1.9 

 

Kole Calhoun OF 
.174 .240 .217 0 1 0.0 

Andrew Romine IF 
.412 .500 .412 0 1 0.2 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Jered Weaver RHP 
2.81 3.75 1.02 188.2 142 3.0 

C.J. Wilson LHP 
3.83 4.04 1.34 202.1 173 2.5 

Jason Vargas LHP 
3.85 4.69 1.18 217.1 141 0.8 

Tommy Hanson RHP 
4.48 4.57 1.45 174.2 161 1.0 

Joe Blanton RHP 
4.71 3.91 1.26 191.0 166 2.4 

 

Ernesto Frieri RHP 
2.32 3.58 0.98 66.0 98 0.6 

Ryan Madson RHP 
2.37 2.25 1.15 60.2 62 1.7 

The Big Number 
 

The last year 
a rookie 
(Benny 

Kauff) had 
10+ WAR. 

 Last winter the Angels shocked the 
baseball world when they dropped over $317 
million on Albert Pujols and C.J. Wilson in one 
day. One might have thought they’d be done 
handing out blockbuster deals, but that was 
not the case. With the impending departure of 
Torii Hunter, the Angels were in the market for 
another outfielder. Enter Josh Hamilton. 
 Over the past three years, only four players 
have launched more homers than Hamilton has 
(100). Only seven have accumulated more WAR 
(16.8). Just three have a higher isolated power 
(.269). The only things holding him back are 
injuries keeping him out of 84 games. 
 But his health (both mental and physical) 
is a real issue. It’s one of the main reasons 
Hamilton didn’t return to Texas—they would 
not offer him a contract longer than four years. 
But making the dangerous assumption that 
Hamilton can stay healthy for a large majority 
of the season, the Angels should have a 
terrifying lineup. Well, at least they have the 
big names to have a terrifying lineup.  
 Mike Trout was nothing short of sensational 
in his rookie year, but it would be remarkable 
if he repeated his elite level of production. 
After all, Trout broke the double digit WAR 
barrier for the first time since Barry Bonds in 
2004. Bringing in Hamilton is huge, but he’s 
replacing Hunter (.313/.365/.451), who 
produced more WAR (5.3 to 4.4). What’s more, 
Trout and Hamilton are the only hitters to post 
an OBP higher than .343 last year. 
 Here’s the problem: hitting isn’t the Angels’ 
weakness. Los Angeles produced by far the 
most offensive WAR in the league (37.4 wins 
compared to second-place Milwaukee’s 33.6 
wins). While there’s nothing wrong with 
having a great lineup, the Angels would have 
been better off allocating Hamilton’s $125 
million to a pitcher. Like Zack Greinke. 
 The Angels had the seventh worst team 
pitching WAR last year, and their staff clearly 
got worse this winter. Zack Greinke spurned 
the Angels for the other LA team, Dan Haren 
left to sign in Washington, and Ervin Santana 
was shipped to Kansas City. Haren and Santana 
may have had poor 2012 season, but the 
pitchers replacing them aren’t any better. 
 GM Jerry Dipoto brought in Tommy 
Hanson from Atlanta, whose stock has fallen 
considerably due to injuries and a big dip in 
velocity. The man is only 26, though, and 
sported a 3.28 ERA over the first three years of 
his career and is much more salvageable than 
the other pickups, Joe Blanton and Jason 
Vargas. 
 Despite being fairly negative about 
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got worse this winter. Zack Greinke spurned the 
Angels to go across town, Dan Haren left to sign 
in Washington, and Ervin Santana was shipped 
to Kansas City. Haren and Santana may have had 
poor 2012 season, but the pitchers replacing 
them are far words with lower upside. 
 GM Jerry Dipoto brought in Tommy Hanson 
from Atlanta, whose stock fell considerably due 
to injuries and a big dip in velocity. But Hanson 
is only 26, though, and sported a 3.28 ERA over 
the first three years of his career—much more 
salvageable than the other pickups, Joe Blanton 
and Jason Vargas. 
 Despite being fairly negative about them on 
this write-up, it’s clear that the Angels are good. 
I would just temper any blown-up expectations 
following the Hamilton signing because this 
team is very good, but not great.  
 

LF Mike Trout 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Addison Russell SS Potential five-tool player with star power. Shaky footwork won’t force him off of SS. A- 
Michael Choice LF Great raw power despite unorthodox swing, strikes out a lot. Notoriously slow starter. B+ 

Sonny Gray RHP Fastball has less velocity, more life now to combat 5’11” frame. Tenacious competitor. B+ 
Dan Straily RHP Nice four-pitch mix with great command. Ready to help out now, but upside is limited. B 
Miles Head 3B Big-time power potential, although he swings too freely. Body may force him to 1B. B 

Grant Green 2B Hits well for average with some power and speed, too. Can play all over the diamond. B- 
Daniel Robertson SS Plus bat speed, arm strength. May switch to 3B, where power doesn’t play as well. B- 

Matt Olson 1B High power ceiling and should also hit for average. Has a chance to be a solid defender.  B- 
Nolan Sanburn RHP College reliever headed back to the rotation. Big fastball, curve, had shoulder issues.  B- 
Renato Nuñez RHP Bonus baby with plus power, arm strength. Has some defensive, plate discipline issues. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Coco Crisp LF 
.259 .325 .418 11 39 2.9 

Jed Lowrie 3B 
.244 .331 .438 16 2 2.5 

Josh Reddick RF 
.242 .305 .463 32 11 4.8 

Yoenis Cespedes DH 
.292 .356 .505 23 16 3.1 

Brandon Moss 1B 
.291 .358 .596 21 1 2.4 

Chris Young CF 
.231 .311 .434 14 8 2.8 

John Jaso C 
.276 .394 .456 10 5 2.7 

Scott Sizemore 2B 
.245 .342 .399 11 5 1.9* 

Hiroyuki Nakajima SS 
.311 .382 .451 13 7 --° 

 

Seth Smith OF 
.240 .333 .420 14 2 1.4 

Josh Donaldson 3B 
.241 .289 .398 9 4 1.8 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Brett Anderson LHP 
2.57 2.72 1.03 35.0 25 1.0 

Jarrod Parker RHP 
3.47 3.43 1.26 181.1 140 3.7 

Tom Milone LHP 
3.74 3.93 1.28 190.0 137 2.7 

A.J. Griffin RHP 
3.06 3.85 1.13 82.1 64 1.3 

Dan Straily RHP 
3.89 6.48 1.32 39.1 32 -0.5 

 

Grant Balfour RHP 
2.53 3.03 0.92 74.2 72 1.5 

Ryan Cook RHP 
2.09 2.89 0.94 73.1 80 1.6 

The Big Number 
 

Moss’ 2012 
SLG; which 

was just 
 .382 before 

last year. 

 Look up and down the Athletics roster. I 
wouldn’t blame you if you don’t know a single 
player on this team. Maybe a very casual fan 
would recognize Coco Crisp because his name 
sounds an awful lot like a sugary cereal. This 
team more closely resembles an island of misfit 
toys than it does a reigning division champion. 
But somehow this patchwork team won 94 
games. And the same core of players remains. 
 GM Billy Beane is known for his shrewd 
moves on a tight budget, and last year was no 
exception. He added Josh Reddick, who led the 
team in WAR, at a very modest price, pouncing 
on the young outfielder when he had low trade 
value. Beane found a potential star on the inter-
national market in Yoenis Cespedes, and his $36 
million investment has paid off so far.  
 The man has managed to pick up quality 
contributors off of the scrap heap from inking 
Crisp for $6 million per year to signing Brandon 
Moss on a minor league contract. Oakland 
doesn’t have big names like the Rangers or 
Angels, but they’re still very effective 
offensively. We’re talking five players with an 
OBP above .330, including three above .355.  
 For better or for worse, though, O.co 
Coliseum stifles offense, allowing the ninth 
fewest number of runs in the league. Part of 
that has to do with the large dimensions, but 
the other half has to do with the surplus of 
young Athletics pitching. 
 The collection of cast-offs continued into 
the rotation, the team added sabermetric 
friend Brandon McCarthy off the scrap heap, 
and Jarrod Parker was acquired after he had 
Tommy John Surgery with Arizona. Tommy 
Millone was overlooked because of his lack of 
velocity, and Bartolo Colon was overlooked 
because his lack of self-control at the dinner 
table. Yet despite having such strange pieces fit 
together to form a rotation, the A’s managed to 
pitch their way into the playoffs. 
 Here’s the thing: the Athletics only lost 
McCarthy, and they’ll be getting a full season of 
Brett Anderson. Parker, Millone, and the rest of 
the second-year pitchers should improve, 
although we’ve seen pitchers follow up their 
rookie campaigns with some real stinkers of 
seasons (cough cough Ivan Nova).  
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McCarthy, and they’ll be getting a full season of 
Brett Anderson. Parker, Millone, and the rest of 
the second-year pitchers should improve, 
although we’ve seen pitchers follow up their 
rookie campaigns with some real stinkers of 
seasons (cough cough Ivan Nova).  
 With no major losses and the additions of 
Chris Young, Jed Lowrie, and Jaso, one could 
make the case that the A’s should be better. But 
last season was very fluky to me, especially 
with big contributions from fringy players like 
Moss, Josh Donaldson, and Brandon Inge.  
 This island of misfit toys came together last 
year to make an amazing run to the playoffs. 
But it will just be too hard to get by the Rangers 
and even the Angels this season without 
tremendous player progression or great juju. 
 

RHP Jarrod Parker 

*2011 Stats  °Japanese Pacific League Stats   



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Mason Williams CF Elite defender, plus speed, and an improving bat. Great approach, may develop power.  B+ 

Gary Sanchez C Aggressive power hitter with a plus bat. Strong arm and should stick behind the plate. B+ 
Tyler Austin RF Plus bat speed give him plus power to go with great on-base skills. Can also play 3B. B+ 

Slade Heathcott CF Goes all-out, which led to his injury history. Toolsy with a plus bat, speed, and defense. B+ 
Jose Ramirez RHP Late bloomer with a poor health record but high velocities. Plus fastball, changeup. B 
Jose Campos RHP Top-of-the-rotation stuff and above-average control. Elbow issues have held him back. B 

Manny Banuelos LHP Plus fastball and two promising secondary pitches, but is shut down with TJ Surgery. B- 
Ty Hensley RHP High school arm with potential shoulder issues, work to do on command, off-speeds. B- 

Angelo Gumbs 2B Great athlete, plus speed, gap power. Breakout candidate with tools above numbers. B- 
Brett Marshall RHP Nice four-pitch mix featuring plus changeup. Mid-rotation innings eater, high floor. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Brett Gardner LF 
.323 .417 .387 0 2 0.4 

Derek Jeter SS 
.316 .362 .429 15 9 3.2 

Robinson Cano 2B 
.313 .379 .550 33 3 7.8 

Mark Teixeira 1B 
.251 .332 .475 24 2 2.9 

Curtis Granderson CF 
.232 .319 .492 43 10 2.6 

Kevin Youkilis 3B 
.235 .336 .409 19 0 1.3 

Travis Hafner DH 
.228 .346 .438 12 0 0.6 

Ichiro Suzuki RF 
.283 .307 .390 9 29 2.6 

Francisco Cervelli C 
.000 .500 .000 0 0 0.0 

 

Vernon Wells OF 
.230 .279 .403 11 3 0.6 

Eduardo Nuñez IF 
.292 .330 .393 1 11 0.5 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

CC Sabathia LHP 
3.38 3.33 1.14 200.0 197 4.8 

Hiroki Kuroda RHP 
3.32 3.86 1.17 219.2 167 3.9 

Andy Pettitte LHP 
2.87 3.48 1.14 75.1 69 1.7 

Phil Hughes RHP 
4.23 4.56 1.26 191.1 165 1.9 

Ivan Nova RHP 
5.02 4.60 1.47 170.1 153 1.6 

 

Mariano Rivera RHP 
2.16 1.89 0.96 8.1 8 0.4 

David Robertson RHP 
2.67 2.48 1.17 60.2 81 1.7 

The Big Number 
 

Millions of 
dollars on 
the DL to 
start the 
season. 

 The Yankees were able to dominate for the 
last two decades because they had deeper 
pockets than any other team. They’ve had the 
highest payroll every year since 1999 by an 
average of over $40 million. They’ve won two 
World Series, winning an average of over 97 
games per year, but recently we’ve seen how 
this big-spending strategy can backfire. 
 New York’s lineup is usually studded with 
stars, but things are different this season. They 
have 49 All-Star appearances in their starting 
lineup—far and away the most among any 
team—but most of those players are past their 
primes. The Yankees doled out their nine-
figure contacts years ago, and now they have to 
sit back and watch their former superstars’ 
talent dwindle and salary remain ever high.  
 Alex Rodriguez, making $28 million, is out 
of commission until at least July, and when he 
did play last year, it was his worst season since 
1995. Mark Teixeira, making $22.5 million, is 
out until June and put up his worst numbers 
since his rookie season last year.  
 Ichiro Suzuki had a mini-renaissance in New 
York, but there are red flags abound. The small 
sample size of his time in pinstripes plus his .309 
OBP since 2011 and refusal to take walks do 
not bode well for the future as he enters this 
season age 39. Derek Jeter is suddenly hitting 
like it’s 1999 again, but he’s still stone-footed 
on defense when he should be spending more 
time than ever at DH. You know, since he can’t 
play at second base with Robinson Cano there. 
 The Yankees said before that they wanted to 
keep the DH spot open to rotate players in and 
give days off in the field. Except that’s the exact 
opposite of what they did, bringing in DH-types 
Travis Hafner and Kevin Youkilis. Both have had 
trouble staying healthy in the past, and they’re 
already each on a steep decline. 
 Before, the Yanks could cover up their gaffes 
by spending more money, but now they’re, 
trying to stay under the $189 million luxury tax 
threshold (gasp!) by 2014. They even got out-
bid by Pittsburgh for Russell Martin and had to 
let Nick Swisher go because of monetary 
concerns. 
 

14 

threshold (gasp!) by 2014. They even got out-
bid by Pittsburgh for Russell Martin over a 
couple million—formerly a rounding error. 
 This is the least-Yankee team in recent mem-
ory. The offense has just one true star and a mess 
of post-prime or injured players. The one saving 
grace may be a strong rotation, but they’ll be de-
pending on 38-year old Hiroki Kuroda and 40-
year old Andy Pettitte. More eminently, they’re 
depending on Phil Hughes and Ivan Nova, who 
had a gross 4.60 ERA and hoping to get 
something—anything—out of Michael Pineda. 
 The Yankees are getting older, they’re 
decimated by injuries—Curtis Granderson and 
Mark Teixeira being the latest victims in a slew 
of Spring Training injuries—and the rest of the 
division is getting markedly better. Objectively, 
it’s hard to see how they can stay afloat in the 
toughest division in baseball. 
 
 

2B Robinson Cano 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Dylan Bundy RHP Exceptional polish for his age (20) with four plus pitches. MLB’s best pitching prospect. A 
Kevin Gausman RHP High potential with a plus fastball and changeup. If breaking ball develops, he’s an ace. A- 

Jonathan Schoop SS Numbers don’t match skills since he reached AA at age 20. Likely will play 2B or 3B. B+ 
Eduardo Rodriguez LHP Velocity ticked up with solid control, iffy command. Has two solid off-speeds, to boot. B 
Nicky Delmonico 1B Great patience, developing power, but hasn’t hit for average yet. Plays some 2B, too. B 

Branden Kline RHP College closer with a chance to start of changeup develops. Live arm, can be erratic. B- 
Adrian Marin SS Athletic with above-average speed, gap power. He has room to fill out small frame. B- 

L.J. Hoes LF Plus on-base skills, patience, and arm. Lack of power may make him a utility hitter. B- 
Xavier Avery CF Extremely athletic with plus speed, defense. Improved approach would help offense. C+ 
Mike Wright RHP Innings-eater with high ground ball rate, three solid pitches. Medium floor, ceiling. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Brian Roberts 2B 
.182 .233 .182 0 1 -1.1 

Nick Markakis RF 
.298 .363 .471 13 1 1.7 

Adam Jones CF 
.287 .334 .505 32 16 4.6 

Matt Wieters C 
.249 .329 .435 23 3 4.1 

Chris Davis 1B 
.270 .326 .501 33 2 2.1 

J.J. Hardy SS 
.238 .282 .389 22 0 2.8 

Nolan Reimold DH 
.313 .333 .627 5 1 0.6 

Manny Machado 3B 
.262 .294 .445 7 2 1.3 

Nate McLouth LF 
.241 .314 .380 7 12 0.8 

 

Wilson Betemit 3B 
.261 .322 .422 12 0 0.7 

Ryan Flaherty 2B 
.216 .258 .359 6 1 -0.4 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Jason Hammel RHP 
3.43 3.29 1.24 118.0 113 2.9 

Wei-Yin Chen LHP 
4.02 4.42 1.26 192.2 154 2.2 

Chris Tillman RHP 
2.93 4.25 1.05 86.0 66 1.2 

Miguel Gonzalez RHP 
3.25 4.38 1.21 105.1 77 1.1 

Brian Matusz LHP 
4.87 4.69 1.56 98.0 81 0.8 

 

Jim Johnson RHP 
2.49 3.25 1.02 68.2 41 1.4 

Pedro Strop RHP 
2.44 3.59 1.34 66.1 58 0.9 

The Big Number 
 

Runs lost 
last year on 
the field and 
on the bases, 
per UZR, UBR. 

 Nobody thought the Orioles would go to the 
playoffs last year; not even the most optimistic 
people in Baltimore. There was a better chance 
of you winning the Powerball jackpot. Yet despite 
the long odds, the hellacious division, and their 
25th-ranked offense, the Orioles managed to win 
93 games and come one win away from making 
the ALCS. This season, they return the exact 
same team minus Mark Reynolds, and nobody, 
yet again, is picking them to make the playoffs. 
 It sounds harsh, but there are great reasons 
why the O’s won’t make another October run. For 
one, they’re not that talented. Yes, Matt Wieters, 
Manny Machado, and Adam Jones, may someday 
peak at 6 WAR, but rest of the team is so mediocre.  
 Wilson Betemit is the walking definition of 
a replacement-level player, Nick Markakis 
hasn’t been more than just good since 2008 
(particularly on defense), and J.J. Hardy’s value 
is entirely tied to his defense, since he’s never 
shown a particularly strong inclination to get 
on base and his power is waning.  
 Beyond being short on offense, the team’s 
record was very deceiving last season. Despite 
the fact that they won a whopping 93 games, they 
only scored seven more runs than they gave up, 
indicated in their 82-80 Pythagorean record. The 
biggest reason they won 11 more games than 
the were projected to win was their nothing-
short-of-ridiculous 29-9 record in one-run games 
and 16-2 record (!!!) in extra innings games.  
 For the Orioles to repeat what they did last 
year, they’ll need either the same remarkable 
amount of luck they had last year, a massive 
roster improvement (which they’ve yet to do), 
or find their Bobby V voodoo doll and pray to 
God the Red Sox mistakenly hire him again. 
 The one hope the Orioles have is that their 
young pitching takes the next step and does a 
great Rays impersonation. They do have the 
best pitching prospect in the game, Dylan Bundy, 
waiting in AAA Norfolk for a call-up and 2012 
first-round pick Kevin Gausman potentially 
(but very unlikely) available for a September 
call-up, but they will be more dependent on a 
trio of youngsters already in the majors. 
 Chris Tillman, who was Baseball America’s 
22nd ranked prospect in 2009, finally 
connected the dots and put together a quality 
half-season and  
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(but very unlikely) available for a September 
call-up, but they will be more dependent on a 
trio of youngsters already in the majors. 
 Chris Tillman, Baseball America’s 22nd-ranked 
prospect in 2009, finally connected the dots last 
year and put together a quality half-season and 
should be a key cog of the rotation. Brian Matusz 
(5th in 2010) and Zach Britton (28th in 2011) have 
put together back-to-back unnerving seasons (a 
combined 5.59 ERA over 362.1 innings), but 
they each have the potential to still be mid-
rotation starters, if given opportunity. 
 The O’s 2012 season was amazing—there’s 
no denying that. But there’s also no denying it 
took more than a smattering of luck to get there. 
I just don’t see how they can replicate 2012 
without more crazy luck (on which you never 
bet) or incomprehensible internal improvement. 
 
 

3B Manny Machado 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Kyle Zimmer RHP One of the best 2012 college arms. Projectable frame, good command, and great stuff. B+ 
Bubba Starling CF Elite athlete with high ceiling. Plus power, bat speed, but has strikeout, swing issues.  B+ 

Yordano Ventura RHP Small frame, yet throws 100. Potential plus secondary pitches. Had control issues in AA.  B 
Adalberto Mondesi SS Advanced for his age (17). Outstanding defender, solid speed, bat speed. Son of Raul. B 

Jorge Bonifacio RF Prototypical RF who can drive ball to all fields with plus raw power. Brother of Emilio. B 
Orlando Calixte SS Very solid defensively with power potential. Too aggressive, does not walk enough. B- 

Sam Selman LHP Unimpressive at college, but throws hard and gets lots of strikeouts and ground balls.  B- 
Kyle Smith RHP Small frame with plus curve. Tends to nibble. Can dominate if command improves.  B- 

Cheslor Cuthbert 3B Good defender with a stronger, but bat has regressed. Still young, time to improve.  B- 
Jason Adam RHP Eats a lot of innings, but lacks great stuff. Plus command, but needs a plus off-speed. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Alex Gordon LF 
.294 .368 .455 14 10 5.9 

Alcides Escobar SS 
.293 .331 .390 5 35 2.6 

Billy Butler DH 
.313 .373 .510 29 2 3.2 

Mike Moustakas 3B 
.242 .296 .412 20 5 3.5 

Eric Hosmer 1B 
.232 .304 .359 14 16 -1.1 

Salvador Perez C 
.301 .328 .471 11 0 2.6 

Lorenzo Cain CF 
.266 .316 .419 7 10 1.7 

Jeff Francoeur RF 
.235 .287 .378 16 4 -1.2 

Chris Getz 2B 
.275 .312 .360 0 9 0.5 

 

Jarrod Dyson OF 
.260 .328 .322 0 30 1.6 

Johnny Giavotella 2B 
.238 .270 .304 1 3 -0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

James Shields RHP 
3.52 3.47 1.17 227.2 223 4.3 

Jeremy Guthrie RHP 
4.76 5.10 1.41 181.2 101 1.0 

Bruce Chen LHP 
5.07 4.73 1.37 191.2 140 1.3 

Ervin Santana RHP 
5.16 5.63 1.27 178.0 133 -0.9 

Wade Davis RHP 
2.43 2.78 1.09 70.1 87 1.1 

 

Greg Holland RHP 
2.96 2.29 1.37 67.0 91 2.2 

Aaron Crow RHP 
3.48 2.96 1.18 64.2 65 1.2 

The Big Number 
 

Points in 
batting average 
Hosmer lost in 
his sophomore 

campaign. 

 KC hasn’t been relevant since 2003, when 
they were four games over .500, good for 3rd in 
the AL Central. They haven’t even made the 
playoffs since 1985, when they won the World 
Series. Yet almost everyone across baseball 
agreed that the Royals were headed in the right 
direction, collecting just an absurd amount of 
high-level prospects. That was, until they made 
an ill-advised trade in an attempt to win now, 
when, in reality, KC is miles from a champion-
ship-contending—or even playoff—team. 
 Going into the off-season, the Royals knew 
they needed starting pitching—not that their 
23rd-ranked offense was any better—so they 
made a point of addressing it. In the first 
month of the off-season, they traded for Ervin 
Santana and signed Jeremy Guthrie, but then 
came the big move. The Royals sent super-
prospect Wil Myers to the Rays for James 
Shields and Wade Davis.  
 Myers was the last of the Royals’ power-
hitting prospect trio—Myers, Eric Hosmer, and 
Mike Moustakas—to develop, but he was 
perhaps the most highly-touted of the three. He 
terrorized the minor leagues but never set foot 
in Kansas City because of the team’s odd 
obsession with Jeff Francoeur. Instead of 
sticking with his plan of building through the 
minor leagues, GM Dayton Moore liquidated his 
greatest asset to add an impact starting pitcher 
in hopes of making a run at the playoffs. 
 Trading six cheap years of Myers for two 
relatively cheap years of Shields could work out 
in the short term. Myers very well could have his 
fair share of rookie struggles—we were blessed 
last year to see rookies Mike Trout and Bryce 
Harper blossom as quickly as they did. Shields 
could even continue his streak of 4.3+ WAR 
seasons. But Shields isn’t a true ace, and Myers 
has the potential to change a franchise with his 
bat and glove. The only way this trade makes 
sense is if the Royals have a chance to win a 
World Series in the next two years. 
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 But they don’t. The Royals are so far away 
from World Series contention unless they get 
monumental improvement from their youth. To 
be fair, the youngsters on this team have the 
potential for massive improvement, but I don’t 
see them all taking a big step up at the same 
time. Hosmer, Moustakas, and Francoeur com-
bined to have a .296 OBP, and Lorenzo Cain (.316) 
and Chris Getz (.312) weren’t much better. 
 Ultimately, this team has an outside chance 
to sneak into the playoffs (and get swept in the 
first round) because the rest of the AL Central 
is so weak. An couple injuries to the Tigers, and 
suddenly this team could have an outside chance. 
But the Royals sacrificed future success for a 
remote chance at immediate success, which is so 
painful to see when they could have signed Kyle 
Lohse, Ryan Dempster, or Brandon McCarthy 
what they’re paying Shields and get the same 
results now with a brighter future later. 

RHP Greg Holland 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Trevor Bauer RHP Very smart with polarizing attitude. Number one starter stuff, command needs polish. A- 
Francisco Lindor SS Outstanding defender with plus speed, on-base skills. Very mature for 18, little power. A- 
Dorssys Paulino SS Better hitter but rougher fielder than Lindor. Very raw—power could elevate value. B 

Tyler Naquin CF Plus arm, defense, limited power. Gets on base with nice swing. Potentially a tweener. B 
Mitch Brown RHP Workhorse body with mid-90s velocity. Solid secondary mix, mid-rotation potential. B- 

Luigi Rodriguez CF Very speedy with modest power. Strikes out too much, still raw, tools are promising. B- 
Danny Salazar RHP Power arm reaching the upper-90s. Coming off TJ Surgery, durability is a major issue.  B- 

Ronny Rodriguez SS Surprising power, but swings too aggressively. Doesn’t use speed, inconsistent fielder. B- 
Jose Ramirez 2B Stands only 5’9” but can just flat out hit. Arm, speed, range are solid, but he’s still raw. B- 
Tony Wolters SS Respectable tools across the board, nothing stands out. Could be a solid utility man. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Michael Bourn CF 
.274 .348 .391 9 42 6.4 

Asdrubal Cabrera SS 
.270 .338 .423 16 9 2.9 

Jason Kipnis 2B 
.257 .335 .379 14 31 3.1 

Nick Swisher 1B 
.272 .364 .473 24 2 3.9 

Carlos Santana C 
.252 .365 .420 18 3 3.4 

Mark Reynolds DH 
.221 .335 .429 23 1 0.5 

Michael Brantley LF 
.288 .348 .402 6 12 2.7 

Lonnie Chisenhall 3B 
.268 .311 .430 5 2 0.0 

Drew Stubbs RF 
.213 .277 .333 14 30 1.3 

 

Mike Aviles IF 
.250 .282 .381 13 14 1.8 

Lou Marson C 
.226 .348 .287 0 4 0.5 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Justin Masterson RHP 
4.93 4.16 1.45 206.1 159 2.3 

Ubaldo Jimenez RHP 
5.40 5.06 1.61 176.2 143 0,2 

Zach McAllister RHP 
4.24 4.24 1.36 125.1 110 1.3 

Brett Myers RHP 
3.31 4.26 1.22 65.1 41 0.1 

Carlos Carrasco RHP 
4.62 4.28 1.36 124.2 85 1.2 

 

Chris Perez RHP 
3.59 3.34 1.13 57.2 59 0.8 

Vinnie Pestano RHP 
2.57 3.42 1.10 70.0 76 1.0 

The Big Number 
 

Myers’ ERA 
in his last 

season 
(2011) as a 

starter. 

 To be kind, the Indians had a few problems 
last year. They were 22nd in scoring and 29th in 
ERA—leading to them being outscored by 1.1 
runs per game—and had an impressively appall-
ing defense, finishing last in the MLB with a -62.1 
UZR. They even went 5-24 in August. The Indians 
made some bold moves this winter, and though 
they’re still far from contention, their creative 
maneuvers have them on the right track. 
 Instead of going after prototypical corner 
position players, Cleveland went a different route, 
emphasizing defense and on-base percentage 
over pursuing hulking maulers. The Indians 
brought in Nick Swisher, which made it easier 
to sign Michael Bourn, since signing both players 
required compensation and they had already 
given up a high draft pick to sign Swisher.  
 Swisher isn’t a prototypical first baseman 
since he won’t be launching more than 25 home 
runs, but he provides strong defense and a high 
on-base percentage. Bourn is a world-class 
center fielder, but he bumps Michael Brantley 
to left field. With a career high of just seven home 
runs, Brantley is not your prototypical left 
fielder, but he makes up for his lack of power 
with speed, on-base percentage, and defense. 
 The biggest perpetrator on Cleveland’s 
porous D was Shin-Soo Choo. Although he was 
their best hitter, he gave up 17 more runs than 
the average right fielder, and he was one year 
away from free agency. Cleveland was able to 
kill three birds with one stone when they 
traded Choo to Cincinnati: they got younger, 
better on defense, and better on the mound. 
 Cleveland nabbed Drew Stubbs and Trevor 
Bauer for Choo, an amazing haul, considering 
all they gave up was a 30-year old free agent-
to-be and a middling reliever. Although Stubbs 
struggles to hit for average, he is a plus 
defender (he saved 24 more runs last year than 
Choo), is very speedy, and has some power. 
And he has three more years of control.  
 The key to the trade, though, was Bauer, 
who tore up the minors before falling out of 
the good graces of the D-Backs. Widely 
considered one of the best young pitching 
prospects in the league, the Indians stumbled 
upon a future anchor of their rotation, one that 
was in desperate need of quality arms.  
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who tore up the minors before falling out of the 
good graces of the D-Backs. Widely considered 
one of the best young pitching prospects in the 
league, the Indians stumbled upon a future 
anchor of their rotation, one that was in 
desperate need of quality arms.  
 But no matter how improved the lineup will 
be (especially if Mark Reynolds can stop from air 
conditioning Progressive Field), the pitching will 
be the team’s downfall. Justin Masterson has a 
horrendous platoon split (6.55 ERA vs. LHB), and 
he’s their most consistent pitcher. Ubaldo Jimenez 
has all the talent in the world, but he can’t for 
the life of him find the strike zone. The rest of the 
rotation is too young and inexperienced to be 
depended on. It’s too bad because their lineup 
and defense are really intriguing. 
 

LF Michael Brantley 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Courtney Hawkins RF Tremendous athlete with plus power, arm, good speed. Needs to improve discipline. B+ 
Trayce Thompson CF Plus plus power and above-average defense thanks to solid speed. Ks way too much. B 

Carlos Sanchez SS Very good bat but power is absent. Strong fielder and fairly fast. Reached AAA at 20. B 
Erik Johnson RHP Bulldog starter who can log innings and showed good K/BB ratio. Ceiling isn’t huge. B 

Keenyn Walker CF Elite speed with plus defense, patience. K’s a lot, value depends on power development. B 
Andre Rienzo RHP Had breakout season at 23. Thin frame with mid-90s heat and good secondary stuff. B- 

Scott Snodgress LHP Big frame with some small mechanical issues. Has the stuff, but command isn’t great. B- 
Keon Barnum 1B Massive power but an average bat. Very athletic for his size, should be fine defensively. B- 

Chris Beck LHP Big frame with low ¾ arm slot. Can reach into the mid-90s. Inconsistent production. B- 
Jared Mitchell RF Patient with plus speed, athleticism. Bat is bad, but power could be big. Ks too often. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Alejandro De Aza CF 
.281 .349 .410 9 26 2.7 

Jeff Keppinger 3B 
.325 .367 .439 9 1 2.9 

Alex Rios RF 
.304 .334 .516 25 23 4.3 

Adam Dunn DH 
.204 .333 .468 41 2 1.7 

Paul Konerko 1B 
.298 .371 .486 26 0 2.1 

Dayan Viciedo LF 
.255 .300 .444 25 0 0.5 

Alexei Ramirez SS 
.265 .287 .364 9 20 1.8 

Tyler Flowers C 
.213 .296 .412 7 2 1.2 

Gordon Beckham 2B 
.234 .296 .371 16 5 0.8 

 

Jordan Danks OF 
.224 .280 .284 1 3 0.1 

Brent Morel 3B 
.177 .225 .195 0 4 -0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Chris Sale LHP 
3.05 3.27 1.14 192.0 192 4.9 

Jake Peavy RHP 
3.37 3.73 1.10 219.0 194 4.4 

Gavin Floyd RHP 
4.29 4.46 1.36 168.0 144 2.0 

John Danks LHP 
5.70 5.01 1.49 53.2 30 0.3 

Jose Quintana LHP 
3.76 4.23 1.35 136.1 81 1.9 

 

Addison Reed RHP 
4.75 3.64 1.36 55.0 54 0.9 

Matt Thornton LHP 
3.46 3.19 1.23 65.0 53 1.4 

The Big Number 
 

Dunn’s 2012 
K total, 1 off 

Mark 
Reynolds’ 

MLB record.  

 The White Sox don’t have any stars. They’re 
not going to blow you away with premier young 
talent. They didn’t even make any big off-season 
moves—unless you’re a Jeff Keppinger fanatic. 
Last season, they played above most people’s 
expectations—I was one of few to have them 
second in the division #humblebrag—but 
without any additions, it’s hard to see the team 
improving much. 
 Chicago has the same problem I addressed 
last season: they’re stuck in between contention 
and rebuilding. Their roster, as currently 
constructed, is not built to make the playoffs, 
and some of their best players are getting old. 
Paul Konerko and Adam Dunn were once great 
sluggers—and they very well may hit another 
70 homers in 2013—but both are clearly on the 
decline. Furthermore the White Sox don’t have 
the resources or glamour to attract a difference-
maker through free agency, so they’ll have to 
build from trades and the minors. By the time 
the South Siders are very good again—which 
could be a while considering the state of their 
farm system—it’s highly unlikely Konerko or 
Dunn will still be around. 
 But that’s not to say Chicago doesn’t have 
talent now. Specifically, their pitching is very 
strong. Chris Sale emerged as one of the premier 
lefties in his first season as a starter. Chicago 
jerked him around between the bullpen and 
rotation, and his sidearm delivery could lead to 
health problems, but his stuff is devastating.  
 John Danks and Gavin Floyd appeared to 
be two stalwarts of the rotation, racking up a 
combined 30.9 WAR from 2008 to 2011. But 
between injuries and poor control, the two only 
posted a combined 2.3 WAR in 2012. Consider-
ing Danks is only 27 years old and Floyd had an 
abnormally high home run rate last year, it’s 
easy to see a return to their ’08 to ’11 form. 
 We even saw a Sox pitcher turn his career 
around just last year. Jake Peavy’s peripheral 
numbers looked great in 2011 (3.21 FIP), but his 
actual performance wasn’t matching it. Well in 
2012, the man pitched lights out (3.37 ERA), 
and even more impressively, maintained his 
health for a full season—his first time in a 
White Sox uniform. He doesn’t have the gaudy 
strikeout numbers from his tenure in San 
Diego, but it looks like the old Jake Peavy is 
back and the White Sox have a second ace. 
 Because the AL Central is so weak after the 
Tigers, the White Sox should be able to ride 
their pitching to a solid finish in the division. 
However, the fact that their lineup features 
four starters with OBPs of .300 or below really 
handcuffs their ability to win. That, along with 
the complete lack of homegrown talent beyond 
bullpen arms, is why the White Sox and new 
GM Rick Hahn seriously need to consider  
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actual performance didn’t match. Well in 2012, 
the man pitched lights out (3.37 ERA) and even 
more impressively maintained a full season of 
health for the first time in a White Sox uni. He 
lacks the gaudy strikeout numbers from his 
Padres tenure, but it looks like the old Jake 
Peavy is back and Chicago has a second ace. 
 Because the Central is so weak after Detroit, 
the White Sox may be able to ride their pitching 
to a solid finish in the division. However, the fact 
that their lineup features four starters with 
OBPs of .300 or below really handcuffs their 
ability to win. That, along with the complete 
lack of homegrown talent beyond bullpen arms, 
is why the White Sox seriously need to consider 
fully committing to jettisoning older players 
and rebuilding. They aren’t going to be more than 
just average at their current trajectory.  
 

 

LHP Chris Sale 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Mike Zunino C Great all-around with plus bat, intriguing power, strong defense. Close to MLB ready. A- 
Taijuan Walker RHP Athletic frame and just 20. Already at AA; high ceiling, plus fastball, secondary pitches. A- 
Danny Hultzen LHP Plus lefty velocity, slider has good break, plus changeup. Command wobbled in AAA. B+ 
Nick Franklin SS Strong hit tool with 10-20 home run pop. Solid defender, but may have to move to 2B. B+ 
James Paxton LHP Older (24) but has a plus fastball and power curve. ¾ delivery causes shaky control. B+ 

Brad Miller SS All he does is hit. Showed plus plate discipline and nice speed, too. Should stick at SS. B 
Brandon Maurer RHP Big frame and finally stayed healthy for a year. Nice four-pitch mix, solid all-around. B 

Carter Capps RHP Dominant closer who touches 99 mph with a plus slider. Ready to help right now.  B 
Stefen Romero 2B Out-hits his tools, flashed big power at AA. Below average defensively, could play OF. B- 
Victor Sanchez RHP Needs to watch weight (6’ 250 lbs), but dominated Low-A at 17. Breaking pitches key. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Michael Saunders RF 
.247 .306 .432 19 21 2.3 

Franklin Gutierrez CF 
.260 .309 .420 4 3 -0.2 

Kendrys Morales DH 
.273 .320 .467 22 0 1.8 

Mike Morse LF 
.291 .321 .470 18 0 0.3 

Kyle Seager 3B 
.259 .316 .423 20 13 3.6 

Justin Smoak 1B 
.217 .290 .364 19 1 -0.3 

Jesus Montero C 
.260 .298 .386 15 0 -0.2 

Dustin Ackley 2B 
.226 .294 .328 12 13 1.5 

Brendan Ryan SS 
.194 .277 .278 3 11 1.7 

 

Casper Wells OF 
.228 .302 .396 10 3 1.2 

Raul Ibañez OF 
.240 .308 .453 19 3 1.1 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Felix Hernandez RHP 
3.06 2.84 1.14 232.0 223 6.1 

Hisashi Iwakuma RHP 
3.16 4.35 1.28 125.1 101 0.8 

Joe Saunders LHP 
4.07 4.08 1.34 174.2 112 2.5 

Blake Beaven RHP 
4.43 4.85 1.26 152.1 67 0.3 

Erasmo Ramirez RHP 
3.36 3.55 1.00 59.0 48 0.9 

 

Tom Wilhelmsen RHP 
2.50 2.89 1.11 79.1 87 1.5 

Charlie Furbush RHP 
2.72 2.81 0.95 46.1 53 0.8 

The Big Number 
 

Team wOBP, 
worst in MLB 
since 2010, 
2011 M’s, 

2011 Padres. 

 The Mariners almost went for it all this 
season. In mid-January, the team agreed to a 
deal with the Diamondbacks that would have 
sent top prospects Taijuan Walker and Nick 
Franklin along with prized relievers Charlie 
Furbush and Stephen Pryor for Justin Upton. 
Seattle desperately needed to fix their dismal 
offense, and they thought they landed a 
potential superstar.  
 Luckily, however, Upton exercised his no-
trade clause, and he was traded to Atlanta  
instead twelve days later. 
 Justin Upton would have been a huge 
addition for the Mariners. Michael Saunders 
(.306) and Kyle Seager (.316) were the only 
starters last year with an OBP above .300, and 
Seattle traded away their OBP leader, John 
Jaso. But the younger Upton is only under 
contract for two more seasons, and this team is 
not close to playoff contention, even with him. 
The team is a collection of young potential and 
Felix Hernandez. 
 When the Upton trade fell through, the 
Mariners offensive additions were limited to 
four DH-types—Mike Morse, Kendrys Morales, 
Raul Ibañez, and Jason Bay—and moving in the 
left field fence four feet. Essentially, the only 
way this team is going to get an offensive boost 
is for some the young players (Justin Smoak, 
Dustin Ackley, Jesus Montero, that means you) 
to just fulfill even a quarter of their potential 
that has disappeared into the Seattle air since 
they’ve graduated from prospect status.  
 But as dreadful as the Mariners offense is 
right now, it’s a great thing Upton prevented 
them from pushing their chips all in. It’s not 
just that they were paying a very steep price 
for two years of Upton, it’s that they were 
messing with their ticket to relevance.  
 The Mariners’ farm system is special 
because it has seven near-major league ready 
contributors: three starters (Walker, Danny 
Hultzen, and James Paxton), two relievers 
(Pryor shortstop, and a catcher. All should be 
ready for consistent major league play by May 
2014 at the latest. If they all hit the major 
league team at the same time—hopefully at the 
same time at least two of Smoak, Ackley, and 
Montero figure out how to hit again—this team 
will be in the thick of the playoff race. 
  If the  
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(Pryor and Carter Capps), a shortstop (Nick 
Franklin), and a catcher (Mike Zunino). All 
should be ready for consistent major league 
play by May 2014 at the latest. If they all hit the 
major league team at the same time—hopefully 
at the same time at least two of Smoak, Ackley, 
and Montero figure out how to hit again—this 
team could be in the thick of the playoff race. 
  If the Mariners liquidated their young 
assets for Upton, they would have been solidly 
decent this season. But solidly decent won’t 
make the playoffs. What makes the playoffs is a 
team with four strong starters, a deep bullpen, 
and an emerging young offense. The Mariners 
need to be patient because their lone shot at 
playoff success is to ride the backs of their up-
and-coming young talent. Not bank on the 
Morses and Moraleses of the world. 

C Jesus Montero 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Byron Buxton CF Crazy athlete with elite speed, a huge arm, big bat and future power. Give him time. A- 
Miguel Sano 3B Patient, cannon arm, enormous power. Ks too much and frame may move him to 1B. A- 
Aaron Hicks CF All five tools finally starting to set in. Very disciplined, always seems to start slowly. B+ 

Oswaldo Arcia RF Big lefty power with a strong arm. Improvement against breaking balls, lefties is key. B+ 
Kyle Gibson RHP Power slider, downward plane lead to ground balls. Coming off Tommy John Surgery. B+ 
Alex Meyer RHP 6’9” frame with a plus fastball and slider. Command and mechanics are problematic. B+ 

Eddie Rosario 2B Hits very well for average with solid power, speed. Also plays CF, footwork is an issue. B 
J.O. Berrios RHP Weird arm action but nice velocity, off-speeds. Far from the pros, but high potential. B- 
Trevor May RHP Fastball-curveball combination hurt by poor control. High upside, but homer prone. B- 
Max Kepler  LF Big German slugger with a great eye. Should hit for average, lacks defensive value. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Aaron Hicks CF 
.286 .384 .460 13 32 --* 

Brian Dozier 2B 
.234 .271 .332 6 9 -0.1 

Joe Mauer C 
.319 .416 .446 10 8 5.0 

Josh Willingham LF 
.260 .366 .524 35 3 3.9 

Justin Morneau 1B 
.267 .333 .440 19 1 0.9 

Ryan Doumit DH 
.275 .320 .461 18 0 1.6 

Trevor Plouffe 3B 
.235 .301 .455 24 1 1.2 

Chris Parmelee RF 
.229 .290 .380 5 0 -0.3 

Pedro Florimon SS 
.219 .272 .307 1 3 0.3 

 

Darin Mastroianni OF 
.252 .328 .350 3 21 1.5 

Jamey Carroll IF 
.268 .343 .317 1 9 2.4 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Vance Worley RHP 
4.20 3.85 1.51 133.0 107 1.9 

Kevin Correia RHP 
4.21 4.43 1.30 171.0 89 0.9 

Scott Diamond LHP 
3.54 3.94 1.24 173.0 90 2.6 

Liam Hendriks RHP 
5.59 5.57 1.55 85.1 50 -0.2 

Mike Pelfrey RHP 
2.29 2.38 1.42 19.2 13 0.6 

 

Glen Perkins LHP 
2.56 3.17 1.04 70.1 78 1.1 

Jared Burton RHP 
2.18 3.38 0.92 62.0 55 0.9 

The Big Number 
 

Chance a non-
Twins maniac 

knows who Pedro 
Florimon or Darin 

Mastroianni is. 

 Ron Gardenhire is inarguably one of the 
two best managers in Twins history. He doesn’t 
have Tom Kelly’s two World Series rings, but 
he has won the AL Central in six of his eleven 
years at the helm in Minnesota. One of the 
trademarks of a Gardenhire Twins team has 
been strong pitching—at least it has been until 
recently.  
 In his first nine seasons in the Twin Cities, 
Gardenhire’s teams compiled the 4th most 
pitching WAR, the 9th lowest ERA, and the 6th 
lowest FIP. During that stretch, the Twins won 
over 89 games per season. When the pitchers 
earned 20 or more WAR in a season (2002-06), 
the team won an average of 91 games. But in 
the last two years, the Twins have seen a 
complete drop-off in pitching. And as a result, 
they’ve won less than 40% of their games. 
 The Twins came in last in the majors last 
year in pitching WAR (5.6) and strikeouts (943, 
143 less than any other team). The season 
before wasn’t much better with 11.5 WAR and 
940 strikeouts. Ever since the team traded 
Johan Santana and Francisco Liriano lost his 
command, the team has been looking for 
strong, top-of-the-rotation pitching. Or at the 
very least, just consistent pitching.  
 Of the twelve pitchers who started for 
Minnesota, only three had an ERA under 5.00. 
That sort of pitching wouldn’t have worked for 
the 1927 Yankees, let alone an offense as weak 
as this one for the Twins. Hell, they’re starting 
no-name players Pedro Florimon and Brian 
Dozer. The Twins needed to acquire more 
pitching, which they did, but at the cost of 
debilitating an already makeshift offense. 
 The Twins have a depth of young 
outfielders in their minor leagues (Byron 
Buxton, Aaron Hicks, Oswaldo Arcia, Eddie 
Rosario, Max Kepler...), so they deemed young 
Denard Span and Ben Revere expendable. The 
Nationals acquired Span for power righty Alex 
Meyer—very talented, but also 23 and in High-
A—and the Phillies acquired Revere for Vance 
Worley and Trevor May. Swapping a position 
of depth for a position of need should definitely 
help in the long run, but it leaves the Twins’ 
offense (and more so outfield defense) more 
needy now than a high-maintenance girlfriend. 
 After the departure of Span and Revere, 
the Twins roster is left with  
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A—and the Phillies acquired Revere for Vance 
Worley and Trevor May. Swapping a position of 
depth for a position of need should definitely 
help in the long run, but it leaves the Twins’ 
offense (and more so outfield defense) more 
needy now than a high-maintenance girlfriend. 
 After the departure of Span and Revere, the 
Twins roster is left with Joe Mauer, Josh 
Willingham, and a cadre of low-OBP hitters 
with respectable power. Help should be coming 
on the way with an incredibly deep farm 
system, but those players are years away from 
making a difference for the Twins. For now, this 
is a team with slightly less awful pitching, 
brutal defense, and an unwatchable offense. 
Hardly a good combination and hardly 
reminiscent of the old Ron Gardenhire teams. 
 

C Joe Mauer 

*Minor League Statistics 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Carlos Correa SS Top pick in 2012 draft. Strong defender despite 6’4” frame. Plus future power and bat.  A- 
George Springer CF Absolute 5-tool prospect. Ks could be an issue, but it’s minor. Finally reached AA at 23. A- 

Jonathan Singleton 1B Plus power, bat, approach, defense. Behind Springer because of positional scarcity. A- 
Delino DeShields Jr. 2B Elite athlete with insane speed, bat improved to a plus tool. Son of 13-year big leaguer. B+ 
Lance McCullers Jr. RHP Fastball up to 100 with a plus slider. Durability in question. Son of 7-year big leaguer. B 

Jarred Cosart RHP Hard-thrower, plus sinker, curve. Needs consistent command. Could be a #2 or closer. B 
Domingo Santana RF Big-time power with a solid bat, patience. Young, high upside, plenty of work to do. B 
Mike Foltynewicz RHP Velocity ticked up, but fastball still has good movement. Durable with plus changeup. B 

Nick Tropeano RHP Throws harder, adds two plus off-speeds. Good stamina, lower upside than Foltynewicz.  B 
Jonathan Villar  SS Toolsy with plus speed, defense. Needs stronger bat to be a starter. Could be 21 in  AAA.  B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Jose Altuve 2B 
.290 .340 .399 7 33 1.8 

Brett Wallace 1B 
.253 .323 .424 9 0 0.0 

Carlos Peña DH 
.197 .330 .354 19 2 0.9 

Chris Carter LF 
.239 .350 .514 16 0 0.8 

Fernando Martinez RF 
.237 .300 .466 6 0 0.7 

Justin Maxwell CF 
.229 .304 .460 18 9 2.3 

Jason Castro C 
.257 .334 .401 6 0 1.1 

Matt Dominguez 3B 
.284 .310 .477 5 0 0.5 

Ronny Cedeño SS 
.259 .332 .410 4 0 0.6 

 

Rick Ankiel OF 
.228 .282 .411 5 1 0.0 

Jimmy Paredas 3B 
.189 .244 .230 0 2 -0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Bud Norris RHP 
4.65 4.23 1.37 168.1 165 1.5 

Jordan Lyles LHP 
5.09 4.53 1.42 141.1 99 0.8 

Phil Humber RHP 
6.44 5.77 1.54 102.0 85 -0.2 

Alex White RHP 
5.51 5.23 1.68 98.0 64 0.5 

Brad Peacock RHP 
6.01 4.26 1.58 134.2 139 --* 

 

Jose Veras RHP 
3.63 3.59 1.51 67.0 79 0.5 

Wesley Wright RHP 
3.27 3.34 1.18 52.1 54 0.5 

The Big Number 
 

Carter’s ISO, 
which would 
be 5th in the 
league, had 
he qualified. 

  The Astros have gone full-blown Bobcats 
on us. At this point, there’s no hiding it: the 
team is going headfirst into rebuilding mode 
no matter how bad their record is. Just three 
years ago, the Bobcats had a playoff team (!!!) 
with actual quality players. But they weren’t 
going to win a championship, the team was 
getting old, and they were expensive. So less 
than a year after making their first post-season 
appearance, Charlotte blew up their veteran 
team in favor of a younger rebuild. 
 One thousand miles west and three years 
later, the Astros are doing the same thing. In 
the last two years, they’ve sold off Michael 
Bourn, Hunter Pence, Carlos Lee, Wandy 
Rodriguez, and more to bolster what was a 
barren farm system. As a result, they’ve lost 
213 games the past two seasons, the most 
losses in consecutive seasons since Detroit 
dropped 225 from 2003 to 2004. 
 For now, the Astros sport the youngest line-
up in the league at an average age of just over 
26—take out Carlos Peña and Ronny Cedeño, 
and the average age is 25. The rest of the lineup 
hasn’t even had 900 plate appearances. And 
unfortunately, the young players aren’t very 
promising, either, although they are dirt-cheap. 
 Fernando Martinez, Matt Dominguez, Brett 
Wallace, and Chris Carter are all former top 
prospects; they were ranked as high as 27th, 
64th, 22nd, and 28th by Baseball America. But 
they only arrived in Houston because their 
stock fell so low that their original teams gave 
them away. It’s possible that Wallace, Carter, 
or Martinez rediscovers their old power or that 
Dominguez finally starts hitting, but at this 
point there’s a better chance of Manti Te’o 
meeting Lennay Kekua.  
 However, there are a handful of promising 
hitters and pitchers on the team. Jason Castro, 
who missed all of 2011 with a knee injury, 
came back to have a very solid 2012 and has 
the potential to be at least an average starter. 
player. Jose Altuve has done nothing but hit 
since his mid-2011 call-up, although Delino 
DeShields Jr. could displace him down the line. 
Former top prospects Bud Norris, Jordan Lyles, 
and Jarred Cosart should also be major 
contributors this year and in the future. 
 But while there is a serious dearth of talent 
at the major league level, the Astros have been 
stockpiling minor leaguers for years now. 
Going back to 2008, two first round picks are 
in the majors (Castro and Lyles), five are in 
their top-10 prospects (DeShields Jr., Mike 
Foltynewicz, George Springer, Carlos Correa, 
and Lance McCullers Jr.), and only two have 
busted (Jiovanni Mier and Mike Kvasnicka). 
After further supplementing the farm through 
trades (hello, Jonathan Singleton), the Astros 
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Jose Altuve has done nothing but hit since his 
mid-2011 call-up, although Delino DeShields Jr. 
could displace him down the line. Even former 
top prospects Bud Norris, Jordan Lyles, and 
Jarred Cosart should also be major contributors 
this year and in the future. 
 But while there is a serious dearth of talent 
at the major league level, the Astros have been 
stockpiling quality minor leaguers for years. 
They’ve hit on seven of their last nine first-
round picks (so far) and added some supreme 
talents through trades to piece together one of 
the top three farm systems in the league. 
 The future promise of young talent is tanta-
lizing—although prospects never all pan out. But, 
like the Bobcats, they will continue to be dread-
ful for now. Unlike the Bobcats, however, it’s easy 
to see how they can turn their fortunes soon. 
 

2B Jose Altuve 

*Minor League Statistics 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National League Projected Standings 
 AL East   AL Central  AL West 

Team W-L GB   W-L GB   W-L GB 

Nationals 98-64 --  Reds 94-62 --  Dodgers 93-69 -- 
Braves 91-71 7  Cardinals 89-73 5  Giants 87-75 6 
Phillies 85-77 13  Pirates 83-79 11  D-Backs 83-79 10 
Marlins 63-97 25  Brewers 79-83 15  Padres 70-92 23 
Mets 62-98 26  Cubs 70-92 24  Rockies 65-97 28 
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Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 
Anthony Rendon 3B Flat out rakes when healthy. Great instincts, discipline, bat speed, but just solid power. A- 

Lucas Giolito RHP Touches 100 and has a plus plus curveball. Past elbow issues shouldn’t be concerning.  A- 
Brian Goodwin CF All five tools are at least average; he’s going to be a plus defender in CF. A bit erratic. B+ 

A.J. Cole  RHP Roughed up in High-A, but has top-of-the-rotation stuff, size. Reacquired from Oakland. B+ 
Matt Skole 3B Big time power with a lot of walks and strikeouts. Strong arm, good hands, poor range. B 
Nate Karns RHP Great fastball-curve combination, but lack of a changeup hurts. Older prospect at 25. B 
Eury Perez CF Elite speed with improving instincts. Has close to no power, but could hit near to .300. B- 

Sammy Solis LHP Coming off Tommy John. Touched 96 with a plus changeup, solid curve pre-surgery. B- 
Matt Purke LHP Ugly injury history, delivery, command, but fantastic upside. Very good 3-pitch mix. B- 

Michael Taylor CF Toolsy as a speedy, plus defender, but his power disappeared. Time to improve at 22. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Denard Span CF 
.283 .342 .395 4 17 3.9 

Jayson Werth RF 
.300 .387 .440 5 8 1.0 

Bryce Harper LF 
.270 .340 .477 22 18 4.9 

Ryan Zimmerman 3B 
.282 .346 .478 25 5 4.5 

Adam LaRoche 1B 
.271 .343 .510 33 1 3.8 

Ian Desmond SS 
.292 .335 .511 25 21 5.4 

Danny Espinosa 2B 
.247 .315 .402 17 20 3.8 

Kurt Suzuki C 
.235 .276 .328 6 2 0.8 

 

Roger Bernadina OF 
.291 .372 .405 5 15 1.9 

Steve Lombardozzi IF 
.273 .317 .354 3 5 0.8 

Wilson Ramos C 
.265 .354 .398 3 0 0.6 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Stephen Strasburg RHP 
3.16 2.82 1.15 159.1 197 4.3 

Gio Gonzalez LHP 
2.89 2.82 1.13 199.1 207 5.4 

Jordan Zimermann RHP 
2.94 3.51 1.17 195.2 153 3.5 

Dan Haren RHP 
4.33 4.24 1.29 176.2 142 1.8 

Ross Detwiler LHP 
3.40 4.04 1.22 164.1 105 1.8 

 

Rafael Soriano RHP 
2.26 3.32 1.17 67.2 69 1.2 

Drew Storen RHP 
2.37 2.40 0.99 30.1 24 0.7 

The Big Number 
 

 
Strasburg’s 

innings limit 
this season. 

 2010 was a season of mostly despair for 
Washington. Stephen Strasburg’s phenomenal 
debut was the lone highlight, and even then, he 
was sidelined with Tommy John Surgery. The 
rest of the team, though, was so weak that 
Washington only managed 69 wins. 
 There was budding hope in 2011 as 
youngsters Jordan Zimmermann, Wilson 
Ramos, and Danny Espinosa produced 10.2 
WAR, and the team won 80 games. 
 Then they finally started to blossom in 2012, 
thanks in part to splurging on Gio Gonzalez and 
Edwin Jackson to bolster their rotation. Even 
after waiting a month to call up Bryce Harper 
and shutting down Strasburg before he 
reached 160 innings, the Nats still had the best 
record in the majors at 98-64. 
 Watching the evolution of the Nationals has 
been fascinating. We’ve seen them accumulate 
young talent—after all they did draft consecu-
tive once-in-a-generation players. But now 
they’ve finally hit the gas, they’re by far one of 
the scariest teams in the major leagues. 
 One of the biggest keys to Washington’s 
turnaround has been the influx of quality 
pitching. Their 93-loss 2010 season featured a 
pitching staff ranked 19th in ERA and FIP. The 
98-win 2012 campaign had pitchers ranked 
second in ERA and FIP. Even their bullpen was 
fifth overall in both stats. But the best news? 
Their trio of aces Strasburg, Gonzalez, and 
Zimmermann are just 24, 27, and 26.  
 As crazy as it seems, the Nationals’ rotation 
should be even stronger now. The aces are close 
to entering their peaks, and the team brought 
in Dan Haren. As rough as 2012 may have been, 
Haren had 6.1 WAR in 2011 and has had a 
deluge of success in the NL. Assuming his back 
and hip are healthy, he could give the team a 
fourth ace. To further the embarrassment of 
riches, Washington also added All-Star closer 
Rafael Soriano to an already deep bullpen, 
although at the cost of a first-round draft pick. 
 What makes this team really special, 
though, is their deep offense. They’re the only 
team in the majors to feature 6 players with at 
least 3.8 WAR, and young players like 
Espinosa, Ian Desmond, and that Bryce Harper 
guy should only improve. Add in the upgraded 
defense from Denard Span replacing Mike 
Morse, and this team is incredibly well-
rounded. 
 After holding the best record in the 
majors, the Nationals made four major 
upgrades (Haren for Edwin Jackson, Span for 
Morse, and Rafael Soriano, plus Strasburg and 
Harper for a whole season). They’ve got 
arguably the best pitching rotation, only one 
poor defender (although Jayson Werth was 
dreadful last year), and they can really mash.  
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 But what makes this team so special is their 
deep lineup. They’re the only team featuring six 
players with 3.8 WAR in 2012, and youngsters 
like Espinosa, Ian Desmond, and that Bryce 
Harper guy should only improve. Add the up-
graded defense from Denard Span replacing Mike 
Morse, and this team is incredibly well-rounded. 
 After earning the best record in the majors, 
the Nats made four big upgrades (adding Span, 
Haren, and Soriano, plus Strasburg and Harper 
for a whole season). They have arguably the 
best pitching rotation in the league, only one 
poor defender (although Jayson Werth was 
dreadful last year), and they can really mash.  
 Washington has no holes—barring a 
catastrophic injury there’s nothing to dislike. 
The young Nationals are finally in full bloom, 
and it’s going to be a site to see this year. 
 

LF Bryce Harper 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Billy Hamilton CF Absurdly speedy (155 steals), great on-base skills. Moved to CF with his great range. A- 
Robert Stephenson RHP Great arm strength and violent delivery. Big upside with fastball, curveball, changeup. B+ 

Daniel Corcino RHP Undersized frame, oversized stuff. Command is shaky, but changeup and slider aren’t. B+ 
Tony Cingrani LHP Works mostly with deceptive fastball. Lacks plus or 3rd pitch, but command is great. B+ 
Nick Travieso RHP Fairly raw coming out of high school with solid upside and a plus fastball and slider. B 
Jesse Winker LF Tools don’t shine, but all he does is hit. Young with room to improve, bat will be plus. B 

Ismael Guillon LHP Broke out last year with plus changeup. His game is raw, but the numbers look good. B- 
Tanner Rahier 3B Looked rough in rookie ball, but has four tools (not speed). Good hustle and discipline. B- 
Dan Langfield RHP Big frame, aggressive approach. Can be too max-effort, but breaking balls look solid. B- 
Kyle Lotzkar RHP Stuff remains good, command still lagging. Changeup development would really help.  B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Shin-Soo Choo CF 
.283 .373 .441 16 21 2.6 

Brandon Phillips 2B 
.281 .321 .429 18 15 4.0 

Joey Votto 1B 
.337 .474 .567 14 5 5.9 

Ryan Ludwick LF 
.275 .346 .531 26 0 2.8 

Jay Bruce RF 
.252 .327 .514 34 9 2.4 

Todd Frazier 3B 
.273 .331 .498 19 3 2.8 

Ryan Hanigan C 
.274 .365 .338 2 0 2.9 

Zach Cozart SS 
.246 .288 .399 15 4 2.7 

 

Chris Heisey OF 
.265 .315 .401 7 6 1.2 

Jack Hannahan IF 
.244 .312 .341 4 0 0.1 

Devin Mesoraco C 
.212 .288 .352 5 1 0.1 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Jonny Cueto RHP 
2.78 3.27 1.17 217.0 170 4.8 

Mat Latos RHP 
3.48 3.85 1.16 209.1 185 3.1 

Bronson Arroyo RHP 
3.74 4.08 1.21 202.0 129 2.5 

Homer Bailey RHP 
3.68 3.97 1.24 208.0 168 2.8 

Mike Leake RHP 
4.58 4.42 1.35 179.0 116 1.5 

 

Aroldis Chapman LHP 
1.51 1.55 0.81 71.2 122 3.3 

Jonathan Broxton RHP 
2.48 3.03 1.26 58.0 45 1.3 

The Big Number 
 

Total games 
Choo has 

played in CF 
in his 8-year 
pro career. 

 Last October, I thought that the Reds were 
the best team in the National League. They 
were young, energetic, and could absolutely 
rake. Johnny Cueto was pitching like a Cy 
Young Award winner and Aroldis Chapman is 
just the most exciting non-Mike Trout player to 
watch. But then, after going up 2-0 in the ALDS 
on the San Francisco Giants, they blew it and 
lost three straight at home. The Giants would 
go on to win a few more games that October. 
 The Reds return the same team essentially; 
their only loss is Scott Rolen, which actually 
helps by freeing up time for Todd Frazier. 
Jonathan Broxton will be around for a full year. 
Zack Cozart has an extra year of experience 
under his belt. But then there came two moves 
that will really shape Cincinnati’s season: 
swapping Drew Stubbs for Shin-Soo Choo and 
keeping Chapman in the bullpen. 
 Cincinnati did not get much production out 
of center field last season—at least offensively. 
Stubbs and Chris Heisey combined to reach base 
at a .293 clip—even after playing in a wiffleball 
park for half their games, that duo still couldn’t 
get on base three out of ten times. Joey Votto al-
most reached base half the time with a ridicu-
lous .474 OBP (read that again, seriously). 
 In Choo, the Reds acquired a career .381 
OBP hitter who will be shifting from a career at 
pitchers parks (Safeco and Progressive Field) 
to a hitter’s haven. Yes, he had a terrible defen-
sive year (-17.0 UZR) at an easier position in 
right field. But the boost to the lineup will be 
much greater than the drop-off in defense, 
unless Choo really can’t handle center field and 
looks more lost than Shaq at a free throw line.  
 But if Choo really can’t play center field, the 
Reds have two options. One, they can tempo-
rarily move Jay Bruce over, or two, they can 
call up Billy Hamilton. Hamilton just switched 
from shortstop to center field, but he’s already 
close to playing center at a major league-level. 
His bat should be serviceable by mid-season, 
right when Choo’s potential defensive issues 
would be reaching critical mass. 
 The more important change, though, is 
Aroldis Chapman’s transition to the rotation. 
The Cuban Missile can crank his fastball all the 
way up to 105 as a closer, but his value is 
limited since he would pitch a max of 80 
innings. As a starter, Chapman would not 
throw as hard (only 97-99 mph), but his longer 
outtings would provide far more value. 
 Unfortunately, we’ve seen successful 
closers that were highly-touted prospects flop 
in their attempts to join the rotation (Joba 
Chamberlain and Neftali Feliz to name two). 
This is a very real possibility for Chapman, but 
the payoff of Chapman throwing 200 innings is 
too great to completely dismiss.  
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right when Choo’s potential defensive issues 
would be reaching critical mass. 
 The more crucial change, though, is not 
transitioning Aroldis Chapman to the rotation. 
The Cuban Missile can crank it up to 105 as a 
closer, but his value is limited since he pitches a 
max of 80 innings per year. As a starter, Chapman 
would not throw as hard (only 97-99 mph), but 
his longer outings would provide far more value. 
 Unfortunately, we’ve seen top prospects as 
successful closers flop in their attempts to start 
(think Joba Chamberlain and Neftali Feliz). With 
that in mind, the Reds chose the conservative 
route, cheating us from seeing possibly the most 
dominant starter west of Stephen Strasburg. 
 The Reds were already a very good team 
before these two changes. And if they work out 
well, this team will be absolutely great. 
 

2B Brandon Phillips 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Yasiel Puig RF Athletic with enormous raw power, a big arm and speed. High risk, bigger reward.  B+ 
Corey Seager SS Plus bat and plate discipline with power projection. Will likely have to shift to 3B. B+ 

Zach Lee RHP High-ceiling, very athletic. Decent stuff, great command, generates lots of ground balls. B 
Joc Pederson LF Plays above his tools, great range and instincts. Hits well to all fields with some speed. B 

Chris Reed LHP Converted starter with plus slider, may reliever again. Health, command are concerning. B- 
Onelki Garcia LHP Big, strong frame with a plus curveball. A bit of an enigma being drafted out of Cuba. B- 
Ross Stripling RHP Elite college pitcher, velocity spiked in the minors. Solid 3-pitch mix, ground ball rate. B- 

Matt Magill RHP Great peripheral numbers, but stuff is average. Older (23), needs stronger command. B- 
Garrett Gould RHP Workhorse frame with a good 3-pitch mix, unfortunately susceptible to home runs. B- 

Jesmuel Valentin SS Great defender and impressive discipline. Bat should come along soon. Son of Jose. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Carl Crawford LF 
.282 .306 .479 3 5 0.4 

Mark Ellis 2B 
.258 .333 .364 7 5 2.9 

Matt Kemp CF 
.303 .367 .538 23 9 3.5 

Adrian Gonzalez 1B 
.299 .344 .463 18 2 3.6 

Hanley Ramirez SS 
.257 .322 .437 24 21 3.0 

Andre Ethier RF 
.284 .351 .460 20 2 3.4 

A.J. Ellis C 
.270 .373 .414 13 0 4.1 

Luis Cruz 3B 
.297 .322 .431 6 2 2.6 

 

Jerry Hairston Jr. Util 
.273 .342 .387 4 1 1.5 

Dee Gordon SS 
.228 .280 .281 1 32 -1.1 

Nick Punto IF 
.219 .321 .281 1 6 0.5 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Clayton Kershaw LHP 
2.53 2.89 1.02 227.2 229 5.5 

Zack Greinke RHP 
3.48 3.10 1.20 212.1 200 5.1 

Chad Billingsley RHP 
3.55 3.34 1.29 149.2 128 2.7 

Josh Beckett RHP 
4.65 4.15 1.33 170.1 132 2.3 

Hyun-Jin Ryu LHP 
2.66 2.41 1.09 182.2 210 --* 

 

Brandon League RHP 
3.13 3.19 1.36 72.0 54 0.9 

Kenley Jansen RHP 
2.35 2.40 0.85 65.0 99 1.7 

The Big Number 
 

Pitches A.J. 
Ellis sees 

per PA, tops 
for qualified 

hitters. 

 In case anyone didn’t know, the Dodgers 
have money to spend. Plenty of money. They 
took on $294 million last summer to trade for 
Hanley Ramirez, Adrian Gonzalez, Carl Crawford 
and Josh Beckett; then they kept spending. Add 
$147 million for Zack Greinke. Why not give 
$22.5 million to Brandon League? The Dodgers 
are spending like the Yankees, but their team is 
set up for more success than any Yankee team 
in recent memory because of their pitching. 
 To preface the rest of this team capsule, 
you cannot look at this Dodgers team in an 
economic way. Their payroll is going to be a 
monstrous $217 million, and they’ll likely win 
around as much as the Rays will, who are 
spending just $60 million. If both teams win 90 
games, LA is spending $2.4 million per win, and 
Tampa is spending two-thirds of a million per 
win. That would be an issue for most teams, 
except money is no object for the Dodgers.  
   The Dodgers really could have gone about 
spending their money better. They wanted a 
star first baseman, and they landed Adrian 
Gonzalez—although he hardly resembled a star 
in 2012 as his power disappeared—at the price 
of taking on two terrible contracts and giving up 
two quality young pitchers (Rubby de la Rosa 
and Allen Webster). But the key to that sentence 
is that the Dodgers got their star. Taking on 
money didn’t matter. They even replenished 
their farm system by dropping over $100 
million on Yasiel Puig and Hyun-Jin Ryu. 
 As it turns out, the Dodgers rampant spend-
ing netted them a very strong lineup. A.J. Ellis, 
Matt Kemp, Gonzalez, Andre Ethier, and Ramirez 
posted WARs over 3.0, and Carl Crawford should 
fair better in the more hitter-friendly NL. Even 
Mark Ellis and Luis Cruz were competent at the 
plate and very strong in the field. 
 As strong as their lineup could be, the rota-
tion will be what puts them atop the division. 
Clayton Kershaw has become the best left-hander 
in the league—he has a case to the best pitcher 
in the league, period—and Zack Greinke has 
produced the fifth most WAR among pitchers 
since 2008 at just age 29. Chad Billingsley 
bounced back from an okay-at-best 2011 to 
have a very solid season, and he’s only 
expected to be the third starter now with 
Greinke’s entrance. Even Josh Beckett looked 
great (2.93 ERA in 43 innings) in his short stint 
in LA. Ryu will get a chance to    
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in the league, period—and Zack Greinke has pro-
duced the fifth most pitching WAR since 2008 at 
just age 29. Chad Billingsley bounced back from 
an okay-at-best 2011 to have a very solid season, 
and he’s only expected to be the third starter. 
Even Josh Beckett looked great (2.93 ERA in 43 
innings) in his short stint in LA. Ryu will get a 
chance to start, but he’ll have very little pressure 
on him with four quality pitchers ahead of him 
and Ted Lilly, Chris Capuano, and Aaron Harang 
waiting in the wings should he slip up. 
 As wastefully as the Dodgers are spending, 
they’ve actually pieced together an incredibly 
deep rotation with a star-studded lineup. At 
last year’s production, this team will be great. 
But if Crawford, Gonzalez, Ramirez, and Beckett 
rediscover their old selves, turn and run the 
other way, this team will be scary. 
 
 

LHP Clayton Kershaw 

*Korean Baseball Organization Stats 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Julio Teheran RHP Plus velocity, changeup, reached the majors at 22. Command, curve could improve.  A- 
J.R. Graham RHP Great velocity, plane, ground ball rate despite 6’-frame. Fastball heavy, slider is plus. B+ 
Lucas Sims RHP Touches the upper-mid-90s, has a plus curveball. Young, can struggle with command. B 

Mauricio Cabrera RHP Tremendous upside with big fastball. Breaking ball and command need refinement. B 
Christian Bethancourt C Prime defender with no pop. Hasn’t played up to his tools (cannon arm, raw power).  B 

Alex Wood LHP Plus changeup and fastball, but weird mechanics may bump him to the ‘pen. Low risk. B- 
Sean Gilmartin LHP Good command, but no pitch is plus. Ready to help now as a back-of-the-rotation arm. B- 

Jose Peraza SS Very good defensive tools and blazing speed. Should hit for average, no power. Raw. B- 
Evan Gattis LF Hard to project with his age (26), but he entered pro ball at 23, mashed at every level. B- 
Luis Merejo LHP Raw and far from the majors, but throws strikes with a solid 3-pitch mix, good control. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Andrelton Simmons SS 
.289 .335 .416 3 1 2.2 

Jason Heyward RF 
.269 .335 .479 27 21 6.6 

Justin Upton LF 
.280 .355 .430 17 18 2.5 

Brian McCann C 
.230 .300 .399 20 3 2.0 

B.J. Upton CF 
.246 .298 .454 28 31 3.3 

Freddie Freeman 1B 
.259 .340 .456 23 2 2.0 

Dan Uggla 2B 
.220 .348 .384 19 4 3.5 

Chris Johnson 3B 
.281 .326 .451 15 5 1.7 

 

Jose Constanza OF 
.250 .321 .276 0 5 0.3 

Paul Janish IF 
.186 .269 .234 0 1 -0.2 

Gerald Laird C 
.282 .337 .374 2 0 0.9 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Tim Hudson RHP 
3.62 3.78 1.21 179.0 102 2.6 

Kris Medlen RHP 
1.57 2.42 0.91 138.0 120 3.9 

Mike Minor LHP 
4.12 4.38 1.15 179.1 145 1.4 

Brandon Beachy RHP 
2.00 3.49 0.96 81.0 68 1.5 

Paul Maholm LHP 
3.67 4.00 1.22 189.0 140 2.5 

 

Craig Kimbrel RHP 
1.01 0.78 0.65 62.2 116 3.6 

Eric O’Flaherty LHP 
1.73 3.27 1.15 57.1 46 0.7 

The Big Number 
 

Medlen’s 
2nd-half 

ERA, best in 
MLB by 

more than 2 
runs. 

 Atlanta has never had an off-season like this 
before. The Braves hardly ever hands out big 
contracts or makes blockbuster trades, and when 
they have the moves haven’t worked out too well. 
In 2007, the Braves traded Elvis Andrus, Neftali 
Feliz, Jarrod Saltalamacchia, and Matt Harrison 
for Mark Teixeira. In 2011, they traded for Dan 
Uggla and gave him a 5-year, $62 million deal.  
 Teixeira played very well, posting a 6.1 WAR 
in 157 games in the ATL before they flipped 
him to the Angels for Casey Kotchman. Uggla 
has been good not great, and Atlanta hasn’t 
won much of anything since his contract. 
 But this winter Atlanta took a risk. They gave 
B.J. Upton the biggest free agent contract in team 
history and traded infinitely underrated Martin 
Prado for Bossman Junior’s younger brother, 
Justin. After three straight second-place finishes, 
GM Frank Wren decided it was time to make a 
splash, time to make a move. But how much 
better is this team than the 2012 version? 
 As exciting as the new acquisitions are, it’s 
important to remember what kind of 
production they’re replacing. The Brothers 
Upton are replacing Michael Bourn (6.4 WAR) 
and Prado (5.9 WAR), and the team is also 
losing Chipper Jones (3.0 WAR).  
 The new options at third are Chris Johnson 
and Juan Francisco, but they can’t run a true 
platoon since Johnson has a reverse split. Then 
again, the younger Braves will soften the blow 
from Chipper’s departure; Jason Heyward, 
Freddie Freeman, and Andrelton Simmons are 
all 23 years old and their bats are still improving. 
 The key for Atlanta will be the rotation. 
They traded former top prospects Tommy 
Hanson and Randall Delgado for Jordan Walden 
and Justin Upton, but the team is still rich in 
young pitching. Tim Hudson will likely be the 
steady ace of the group, but then there are a 
bunch of high-risk, high-reward youngsters. 
 Kris Medlen was the team’s most dominant 
pitcher, posting a ridiculous sub-2.00 ERA, but 
half season, but he’s highly unlikely to be close 
to repeating that. Then again, Brandon Beachy 
should be mostly healthy after dominating for 
80 innings before undergoing Tommy John 
Surgery. Mike Minor has shown flashes of 
dominance, but has been plagued by too many 
home runs, and Julio Teheran has the potential 
to be the team’s next ace. 

At the very least, this team will be 
much more exciting. This outfield is going to 
make me lose my mind with an Upton here and 
an Upton here. 
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he’s unlikely to repeat that. Then again, Brandon 
Beachy returns from Tommy John Surgery after 
80 dominant 2012 innings. Mike Minor flashes 
dominance—look at his 2.16 2012 second half 
ERA—but he’s been plagued by the long ball, and 
Julio Teheran has the potential to be an ace. 
 The Braves will go as far as their pitching 
takes them. They’re depending on four pitchers 
between the ages of 22 and 27, which is awfully 
risky. Their lineup is very comparable to 
Washington’s but they don’t have nearly the 
starting pitching that the Nats have. Some of that, 
though, they make up for with a slightly stronger 
bullpen and an incredible defensive outfield for 
whatever infield flies come their way. 
 At the very least, this team will be much more 
exciting. This outfield gon’ make me lose my 
mind with an Upton here and an Upton here. 
 

RHP Craig Kimbrel 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Oscar Taveras RF Weird mechanics, overly aggressive, but can absolutely rake. Plus bat, power, glove. A 
Shelby Miller RHP Reaches upper 90s and has plus curve. Homer prone, but ready to pitch in the majors. A- 

Carlos Martinez RHP Touches 100 despite small frame. Plus fastball, draws grounders, command just okay. A- 
Trevor Rosenthal RHP Another big arm with a couple good breaking balls, an iffy changeup. At worst a closer. B+ 

Michael Wacha RHP Polished college arm with good velocity, plus changeup. Fantastic command so far. B+ 
Kolten Wong 2B Does a little bit of everything, but no tool is great. He’ll hit for average and stay steady.  B 
Tyrell Jenkins RHP Athletic, high upside with plus fastball, curve. Injuries and command are problematic. B 
Matt Adams 1B Country strong frame with massive power, good bat. Overly aggressive, poor defender. B 
Carson Kelly 3B Big upside guy with a strong arm, power potential. Needs patience, time to develop. B 

Stephen Piscotty 3B Advanced hitter with a plus bat, some power projection. Could shift to RF. Polished. B 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Jon Jay CF 
.305 .373 .400 4 19 4.1 

Carlos Beltran RF 
.269 .345 .495 32 13 3.6 

Matt Holliday LF 
.295 .379 .497 27 4 5.1 

Allen Craig 1B 
.307 .354 .522 22 2 3.1 

Yadier Molina C 
.315 .373 .501 22 12 6.5 

David Freese 3B 
.293 .372 467 20 3 4.1 

Matt Carpenter 2B 
.294 .365 .463 6 1 1.6 

Pete Kozma SS 
.333 .383 .569 2 2 1.4 

 

Shane Robinson OF 
.253 .309 .355 3 1 1.0 

Daniel Descalso IF 
.227 .303 .324 4 6 0.5 

Ty Wigginton CI 
.235 .314 .375 11 1 -0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Adam Wainwright RHP 
3.94 3.10 1.25 198.2 184 4.4 

Jake Westbrook RHP 
3.97 3.80 1.39 174.2 106 2.3 

Lance Lynn RHP 
3.78 3.49 1.32 176.0 180 2.9 

Jaime Garcia LHP 
3.92 2.97 1.36 121.2 98 2.9 

Shelby Miller RHP 
1.32 1.85 0.95 13.2 16 0.4 

 

Jason Motte RHP 
2.75 3.12 0.92 72.0 86 1.1 

Mitchell Boggs RHP 
2.21 3.42 1.05 73.1 58 0.7 

The Big Number 
 

Seasons since 
Holliday 

produced 
less than 5.0 

WAR. 

 The Cardinals had a very good 2012 season. 
Although they didn’t break 90 wins, St. Louis did 
claim a wild card and led the NLCS 3-1 before 
blowing it. Based on runs scored and allowed, 
they were projected to have an even better 
record—their Pythagorean win-loss was 93-
69. Their lineup played above expectations 
with the top six hitters producing 26.5 WAR. But 
therein lies the problem: the Cardinals over-
achieved and lost two key starting pitchers. 
 Sure, their Pythagorean record has them 
five games better than their actual record, but 
there’s no doubt the Cardinals overachieved 
last year. Up and down their lineup, players 
had career years. Yadier Molina, whose 
previous career OBP was .330 had a .373 OBP. 
He hit more than seven home runs just once in 
his career, and he dropped 22 bombs in 2012. 
Is it possible that Molina had his best season at 
age 30? Sure, but he’s unlikely to repeat his 
near-MVP performance.  
 Matt Holliday and Carlos Beltran are exiting 
their primes—Holliday is 33 and Beltran will be 
36 a month in to the season. Beltran has played 
150 games only once in the past four years; 
frankly, it would be amazing if both hitters could 
stay healthy for a full season and play at their 
same high level as time works against them. 
 To be fair, the Cards do have three hitters 
between 27 and 29 (Jon Jay, Allen Craig, and 
David Freese) who had career years, improving 
by 3.2 WAR from last season. Could they still be 
improving? Was this a statistically anomalous 
season? That much is unclear, but I lean to a 
middle ground closer to it being coincidence. 
None of the three were highly touted prospects, 
and their combined .347 BABIP doesn’t help 
their case for future sustained success. 
 Although the pitching rotation wasn’t as pro-
lific as the Cardinals’ offense last year, they were 
still surprisingly strong. Adam Wainwright was 
impressive as always, and Kyle Lohse had a 
career low 2.86 ERA over 211 innings. But Lohse 
left as a free agent, and the Cardinals have to 
replace him. Chris Carpenter would have been 
that man—he missed all but the last two weeks 
of the season and the playoffs, but he will miss 
the entire 2013 season with ongoing shoulder, 
neck, and back injuries. He may be done 
pitching for good.  
 St. Louis’ one saving grace may be their 
young pitchers, specifically Shelby Miller and 
Trevor Rosenthal. Both got late-season call-ups 
and pitched pretty well, but the Cards could 
certainly use at least one of them to stretch 
that success over a full season.  
 The Cardinals are deep with talent. But the 
stars aligned last year with career years out 
the wazoo—yet they couldn’t capitalize. They 
topped out at 88 wins. Without any additions 
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left as a free agent, and the Cardinals have to 
replace him. Chris Carpenter would have been 
that man—he missed all but the last two weeks 
of 2012 and the playoffs—but he will miss this 
entire season with a recurring nerve injury.  
 St. Louis’ one saving grace may be its young 
pitchers, specifically Shelby Miller and Trevor 
Rosenthal. Both got late-season call-ups and 
pitched pretty well, and the Cards could 
certainly use at least one of them to stretch that 
success over a full season.  
 The Cardinals are deep with talent. But the 
stars aligned last year with career years out the 
wazoo—yet they couldn’t capitalize. They topped 
out at 88 wins. Without any additions, the Cards’ 
road ahead is tough, but they’re chock full of 
young talent with the chance to make big 
improvements to push this team to the playoffs. 
 

RF Carlos Beltran 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Kyle Crick RHP Power fastball and a big slurvy curve. A consistent change would put him over the top. B+ 
Clayton Blackburn RHP Nice four-pitch mix with plus control. Lots of grounders, few walks, and a high floor. B+ 

Chris Stratton RHP Advanced college pitcher with big strikeout numbers. Plus slider, should move quickly. B+ 
Gary Brown CF Very athletic with plus speed (although he’s caught stealing a lot), bat speed, defense. B 

Joe Panik SS Well disciplined with a plus bat. Range, arm aren’t great, but power, speed are solid. B- 
Heath Hembree RHP Ready to help out of the back of the ‘pen now. Fastball and slider could end up plus. B- 
Andrew Susac C Likely won’t hit for a high average but has some pop. Could be an average defender. B- 

Mac Williamson RF Plus raw power and a good arm with a solid hit tool. Very athletic with a high upside. B- 
Nick Kickham LHP Touches the mid-90s and features a plus slider, two other average off-speeds. Durable. B- 
Martin Agosta RHP College power arm with a cutter, sweeping curve that could become above-average. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Angel Pagan CF 
.288 .338 .440 8 29 4.8 

Marco Scutaro 2B 
.306 .348 .405 7 9 2.5 

Pablo Sandoval 3B 
.283 .342 .447 12 1 2.8 

Buster Posey C 
.366 .408 .549 24 1 8.0 

Hunter Pence RF 
.253 .319 .425 24 5 1.8 

Brandon Belt 1B 
.275 .360 .421 7 12 1.7 

Gregor Blanco LF 
.244 .333 .344 5 26 2.4 

Brandon Crawford SS 
.248 .304 .349 4 1 2.0 

 

Andres Torres OF 
.230 .327 .337 3 13 1.7 

Joaquin Arias IF 
.270 .304 .389 5 5 1.0 

Hector Sanchez C 
.280 .295 .390 3 0 0.7 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Matt Cain RHP 
2.79 3.40 1.04 219.1 193 3.8 

Madison Bumgarner LHP 
3.37 3.50 1.11 208.1 191 3.4 

Tim Lincecum RHP 
5.18 4.18 1.47 186.0 190 1.5 

Ryan Vogelsong RHP 
3.37 3.70 1.23 189.2 158 2.6 

Barry Zito LHP 
4.15 4.49 1.39 184.1 114 0.8 

 

Sergio Romo RHP 
1.79 2.70 0.85 55.1 63 1.2 

Santiago Casilla RHP 
2.84 4.14 1.22 63.1 55 -0.1 

The Big Number 
 

Posey’s OPS 
against left-

handed 
pitchers, 

best in MLB. 

 I honestly don’t know how they keep doing 
it. The Giants have won two World Series in 
three years despite their front office’s best 
efforts. Despite trading their top prospect for 
three months of Carlos Beltran. Despite 
benching Brandon Belt in favor of Aubrey Huff. 
Despite giving $60 million to Angel Pagan and 
Marco Scutaro and giving starting jobs to 
Brandon Crawford, Gregor Blanco, and their  
.246/.318/.347 line, the Giants have been more 
successful than any other team in the majors. 
 The baseball playoffs are a weird place. 
Although teams play long series to determine 
the winner of each round, the best team 
doesn’t always win. No offense to the Giants, 
but just in their league alone, the Nationals and 
Reds played better for the first 162 games of 
the year. But San Fran caught fire and pitched 
extremely well in October. Once ten teams 
make the playoffs, each team has about the 
same chance of winning the World Series 
because the best team doesn’t always win (I’m 
looking at you, 2006 Cardinals).  
 One would think the that the Giants have 
enough pitching to make it back to the World 
Series, should they find themselves in the play-
offs again, but their rotation was actually below 
average in 2012. Matt Cain, Madison Bumgarner, 
and Ryan Vogelsong all had FIPs between 3.40 
and 3.70, but Tim Lincecum was a disaster until 
he was bumped to the bullpen in the playoffs. 
Barry Zito was just serviceable until he popped 
up with a 2.61 ERA in September and October. 
 To make matters worse, the team made no 
additions, and they lost the most underappre-
ciated player on the team: Melky Cabrera. He 
didn’t play at all in the playoffs, and his number 
are tainted by his use of testosterone, but his  
.390 OBP will be missed more than Mississippi 
misses the KFC Double Down. Additionally, the 
team overachieved with six more wins than 
their Pythagorean record would suggest.    
 A team with no additions and a big loss that 
overachieved 
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overachieved the year before—13th in wOBA 
and 18th in pitching WAR—how well can they 
actually be expected to do, even if they are the 
reigning World Series champs? Add in the fact 
that the Dodgers got markedly better and the 
Giants are suddenly in a game of musical chairs 
for the two wild card spots with the Braves, 
Cardinals, and Phillies.  
 I’m not here to suggest the Giants are dead 
in the water. All I’m saying is that the Giants 
can’t afford to have another season where 
Hunter Pence has a .287 OBP, Lincecum has a 
5.14 ERA, and Crawford gets 476 trips to the 
plate. The Giants will still be in the thick of the 
playoff race, but they’ll need some big internal 
improvements for a shot at another World 
Series crown. Or they can just keep working 
that postseason magic that still has me puzzled. 
 

C Buster Posey 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Jesse Biddle LHP Tall, durable with nice 4-pitch mix featuring plus curveball. Good command, no holes. B+ 
Adam Morgan RHP Slider gets swings and misses, and he limits walks. Good mix of off-speeds, locations. B+ 
Roman Quinn SS Plus plus speed but still learning SS. Switch-hitter with gap power and good discipline. B 
Maikel Franco 3B High ceiling with power projection, big arm. Body type, aggressiveness hurt potential. B 
Tommy Joseph C Average defender with big arm. Big frame and solid power, but isn’t patient enough. B- 
Ethan Martin RHP Plus velocity, plus slider, average off-speeds. Could close if control doesn’t improve. B- 

Jonathan Pettibone LHP Big, durable frame with average off-speeds and mid- to back-of-the-rotation potential. B- 
Cody Asche 3B Nice swing, much improved defense. Doesn’t generate power despite plus bat speed. B- 

Shane Watson RHP Very solid potential with a promising curveball, nice velocity. Far from the majors.  C+ 
Larry Greene LF Massive power, good on-base skills. Hasn’t adjusted to breaking balls, poor defender. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Ben Revere CF 
.294 .333 .342 0 40 3.4 

Jimmy Rollins SS 
.250 .316 .427 23 30 4.9 

Chase Utley 2B 
.256 .365 .429 11 11 3.2 

Ryan Howard 1B 
.219 .295 .423 14 0 -1.0 

Michael Young 3B 
.277 .312 .370 8 2 -1.4 

Carlos Ruiz C 
.325 .394 .540 16 4 5.5 

Domonic Brown LF 
.235 .316 .396 5 0 -0.2 

Delmon Young RF 
.267 .296 .411 18 0 -0.7 

 

John Mayberry Jr. OF 
.245 .301 .395 14 1 0.4 

Freddy Galvis IF 
.226 .254 .363 3 0 0.6 

Erik Kratz C 
.248 .306 .504 9 0 1.4 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Cole Hamels LHP 
3.05 3.30 1.12 215.1 216 4.5 

Cliff Lee LHP 
3.16 3.13 1.11 211.0 207 4.9 

Roy Halladay RHP 
4.49 3.69 1.22 156.1 132 2.5 

Kyle Kendrick RHP 
3.90 4.32 1.27 159.1 116 1.2 

John Lannan LHP 
4.13 3.71 1.44 32.2 17 0.5 

 

Jonathan Papelbon RHP 
2.44 2.89 1.06 70.0 92 1.4 

Mike Adams RHP 
3.27 3.52 1.39 52.1 45 0.9 

The Big Number 
 

Halladay’s 
drop-off in 
velocity in 
2012 from 

92.0 to 90.4. 

 Last year, I wrote about how I was afraid 
that my pick of the Phillies to win the NL East 
(and make the World Series) was another case 
of me being stubborn, picking a team I had 
chosen to be the division champs for the three 
previous years. After all, they didn’t make any 
improvements, and the offense was getting old. 
Turns out I was right, but I still stuck with my 
Phillies pick anyway. 
 One year later, the Phillies still have the 
same problem, and this time, they’re coming off 
an 81-win season instead of a 102-win season. 
After giving deals of at least $20 million AAV to 
Cole Hamels, Cliff Lee, Ryan Howard, and Roy 
Halladay, GM Ruben Amaro Jr. ran out of money 
for new players. Not only that, he ended getting 
rid of his own players, dumping Hunter Pence 
and Shane Victorino at the last trade deadline. 
And instead of fixing his aging offensive 
problems, Amaro only made things worse. 
 To be fair, Amaro actually got off to a good 
start the winter with the acquisition of Ben 
Revere. The speedy, elite defender is just 24 
and has five more years of control. They did 
give up two promising pitchers in Vance 
Worley and Trevor May for him, but the 
offense was and still is in desperate need for 
youth. Leading us into their next acquisition. 
 Just four days later, Amaro traded a couple 
of relievers for Michael Young. As classy as he 
may be, Michael Young is no longer a viable 
starter. He will actually become their fourth 
starter who posted a negative WAR in 2012 (he, 
Ryan Howard, Delmon Young, and Domonic 
Brown combined for -3.3 WAR). In other news, 
Michael Young hasn’t produced 4 WAR since 
2005, and his defense isn’t getting any better.  
 On the bright side, though, Philly’s pitching 
is still fantastic. Most teams would kill for one 
pitcher like Hamels, Lee, or Halladay, but to have 
all three is plain crazy. Halladay did post an ERA 
above 2.80 for the first time since ‘07 (a whop-
ping 4.49), but with good health there’s no 
reason to think he won’t return to his regular 
self.  
 There’s going to be a lot of bad things 
written about the Phillies this year—I’m as 
guilty as anyone for piling on this 
bandwagon—but last year was a bit of an 
anomaly. And really, it’s the worst case 
scenario for this year, too—a .500 team. The 
Phillies still have an elite rotation with some 
very strong hitters (Carlos Ruiz and maybe 
Howard plus Chase Utley and Jimmy Rollins, 
health permitting). 
 This certainly isn’t a bad team. It’s may 
be the worst Phillies team in a while, though. 
They just haven’t made the moves to improve 
the team, especially an offense that is quickly 
aging.  
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reason to think he won’t return to normal. 
 There’s going to be a lot of bad things 
written about the Phillies this year—I’m as 
guilty as anyone for piling on this bandwagon—
but last year was a bit of an anomaly. And 
really, it’s the worst case scenario for this year, 
too—a .500 team. The Phillies still have an elite 
rotation with some very strong hitters (Carlos 
Ruiz and maybe Howard plus Chase Utley and 
Jimmy Rollins, health permitting). 
 This certainly isn’t a bad team. It may be the 
worst Phillies team in a while, though. Their line-
up is rapidly aging—bringing in washed up vets 
like Michael and Delmon Young won’t help. 
Instead of blowing up the aging core, Amaro is 
giving this team one last shot at redemption, and 
given the strong rotation I’ll stick around for 
one last ride with an outside shot at October. 
 
 

C Carlos Ruiz 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Tyler Skaggs LHP Above-average fastball and a plus curve. Ceiling of a #2 starter, but his floor is high. A- 
Archie Bradley RHP Nasty fastball, curve with great size, athleticism. Ace upside despite command issues. A- 
Matt Davidson 3B Hits for power and draws walks, but so-so bat speed limits his hit tool. Solid defender. B+ 

Adam Eaton CF Overcomes a 5’8” frame with extreme hustle, plus speed, on-base skills, and defense.  B 
Stryker Trahan C Great power, patience, upside. Can stick at C, will develop faster if he plays elsewhere. B 
Didi Gregorius SS Tremendous defender. Bat may eventually be average with no more than gap power.  B 

David Holmberg LHP Workhorse starter with plus control and four average pitches. Needs more experience. B- 
Chris Owings SS Defense is improved, but his bat is inhibited by terrible discipline. Intriguing power. B- 

Andrew Chafin LHP Racks up strikeouts and grounders with plus velocity and slider. Mechanics are iffy. B- 
Zeke Spruill RHP Groundball pitcher with a nice sinker, change. Great stamina, low ceiling, high floor. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Adam Eaton CF 
.259 .382 .412 2 2 0.8 

Martin Prado 3B 
.301 .359 .438 10 17 5.9 

Aaron Hill 2B 
.302 .360 .522 26 14 6.2 

Paul Goldschmidt 1B 
.286 .359 .490 20 18 3.7 

Miguel Montero C 
.286 .391 .438 15 0 5.0 

Jason Kubel LF 
.253 .327 .506 30 1 1.9 

Cody Ross RF 
.267 .323 .481 22 2 2.4 

Cliff Pennington SS 
.215 .278 .311 6 15 1.4 

 

Gerardo Parra OF 
.273 .335 .392 7 15 2.0 

Eric Chavez CI 
.281 .348 .496 16 0 1.8 

Willy Bloomquist IF 
.302 .325 .398 0 7 0.8 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Ian Kennedy RHP 
4.02 4.04 1.30 208.1 187 3.1 

Brandon McCarthy RHP 
3.24 3.76 1.25 111.0 73 1.8 

Trevor Cahill RHP 
3.78 3.85 1.29 200.0 156 3.4 

Wade Miley LHP 
3.33 3.15 1.18 194.2 144 4.8 

Pat Corbin LHP 
4.54 4.00 1.33 107.0 86 1.5 

 

J.J. Putz RHP 
2.82 2.38 1.03 54.1 65 1.6 

David Hernandez RHP 
2.50 2.08 1.02 68.1 98 2.1 

The Big Number 
 

Difference 
in Paul 

Goldschmidt’s 
OPS vs. LHP 

and RHP. 

 It’s hard to make a case that the Diamond-
backs did the best they could have in their off-
season given their resources. No one expected 
them to drop nine-figures on Josh Hamilton or 
Zack Greinke, but most expected the team not 
to sell off their two most talented young 
players for twelve cents on the dollar. But, 
that’s just what GM Kevin Towers did.  
 Arizona opened the winter with far too many 
outfielders. Justin Upton, Chris Young, and Jason 
Kubel all deserved starting roles, but Gerardo 
Parra played well in over 80% of the 2012 games 
and Adam Eaton was knocking on the door after 
a September call up. That problem wouldn’t be 
alleviated in the slightest when Towers signed 
Cody Ross to a three-year pact in December.  
 Instead of selling high on Jason Kubel and 
his 30-home run season, the D-Backs sold low 
on Chris Young and his .311 OBP. In a three-
way deal with Miami and Oakland, Arizona got 
back Heath Bell and 60% of his albatross salary 
along with Cliff Pennington and his .278 OBP.  
 Then the first big shoe of the off-season 
dropped, as Arizona finally had enough of 
Trevor Bauer. The team was overflowing with 
young pitching after signing Brandon McCarthy 
with the first four rotation spots locked down 
and Pat Corbin, Tyler Skaggs, and Daniel 
Hudson fighting over the final rotation spot. 
Bauer has a very unique warm-up routine and 
had some issues with catcher Miguel Montero, 
and the D-Backs decided it was in their best 
interests to move him eighteen months after 
drafting him third overall in the First-Year 
Player Draft. Their return? Reliever Tony Sipp 
and mid-level prospect Didi Gregorius. 
 The next shoe dropped a month later when 
Towers solved the outfield logjam by shipping 
Justin Upton to Atlanta without getting any of 
their top-seven prospects in return. The trade 
netted them one year of Martin Prado (whom 
they later extended), Zeke Spruill, defense-and-
speed shortstop prospect Nick Ahmed, and a 
lot of trade value left on the table. 
 There’s just no way around it; the D-Backs 
wasted two very valuable resources this 
winter. But the good news is they (somewhat) 
solved the gridlock in the outfield and on the 
mound, while finding answers at shortstop and 
third base. It was a really ugly way of getting 
there, but Kevin Towers ended up filling out 
the team with his signature style. 
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lot of trade value left on the table. 
 There’s no way around it; Arizona wasted 
two very valuable resources. But the good news 
is they (somewhat) solved the gridlock in the 
outfield and on the mound while finding answers 
at shortstop and third base. It was an ugly way 
of arriving there, but Towers ended up filling 
out the team with his signature style. 
 There are no more stars on offense, but all 
hitters—with the exception of Pennington—are 
above-average. Montero, Prado, and Aaron Hill 
even combined for 17.1 WAR last year. The rota-
tion fits the same profile; the team lacks an ace 
but has a host of above-average young hurlers 
and the deepest ‘pen west of Atlanta. With those 
factors and seven above-average defenders (sorry, 
Jason Kubel), this team has the makings of an 
under-the-radar surprise above-average team.  
 

CF Adam Eaton 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Gerrit Cole RHP Fastball up to 102 can be flat, lacking command. Plus slider, change make him an ace. A 
Jameson Taillon RHP Tremendous stuff with inconsistencies you’d expect from a 21-year old. Another ace. A 
Gregory Polanco CF A plus defender with plus speed and power. Swing can get long, but doesn’t K much. B+ 

Alen Hanson SS Great defensive, speed tools, but hasn’t used them well yet. Switch-hitter, bat is plus.  B+ 
Josh Bell RF Lost 2012 to a knee injury. Massive power from both sides of the plate, high upside. B+ 

Luis Heredia RHP Big frame with a mature body for his age (18). Secondary pitches still need refining. B 
Barrett Barnes CF Impressive power-speed combo, but weak arm may bump him to LF. Needs polish. B 
Nick Kingham LHP Good size and downward plane. Ended 2012 strong with two solid-good off-speeds. B- 
Clay Holmes RHP Hard-throwing with a nice frame, but a ways to go on command, secondary pitches.  B- 

Wyatt Mathisen C Raw on defense, which should improve with reps. Bat is promising, well disciplined. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Starling Marte LF 
.257 .300 .437 5 12 1.2 

Neil Walker 2B 
.280 .342 .426 14 7 3.3 

Andrew McCutchen CF 
.327 .400 .553 31 20 7.4 

Garrett Jones 1B 
.274 .314 .516 27 2 1.9 

Pedro Alvarez 3B 
.244 .317 .467 30 1 2.9 

Russell Martin C 
.211 .311 .403 21 6 2.2 

Travis Snider RF 
.250 .319 .378 4 2 0.4 

Clint Barmes SS 
.229 .272 .321 8 0 1.7 

 

Jose Tabata OF 
.243 .315 .348 3 8 -0.3 

Josh Harrison IF 
.233 .279 .345 3 7 0.3 

Gaby Sanchez CI 
.217 .279 .341 7 1 -0.1 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

A.J. Burnett RHP 
3.51 3.52 1.24 202.1 180 3.4 

Wandy Rodriguez LHP 
3.76 3.93 1.27 205.2 139 2.5 

James McDonald RHP 
4.21 4.21 1.26 171.0 151 1.7 

Jeff Locke LHP 
5.50 4.43 1.37 34.1 34 0.1 

Francisco Liriano LHP 
5.34 4.34 1.47 156.2 167 1.8 

 

Jason Grilli RHP 
2.91 2.80 1.14 58.2 90 1.1 

Mark Melancon RHP 
6.20 4.58 1.27 45.0 41 0.0 

The Big Number 
 

McDonald’s 
1st half ERA. 
He also had 
a 2.73 ERA 

at home. 

 It’s been a long time since the Pirates have 
had a winning season. Twenty years to be 
exact. Pittsburgh has made some moves over 
the years—some bad, some worse—but the 
results have been the same. Two decades of 
dysfunction and losing.  
 The past two seasons gave the Bucs some 
hope, as they started 48-37 in 2011 and 51-44 
in 2012 before dropping 46 of their last 67 in 
both seasons. Whether it is Clint Hurdle’s 
arrival igniting his team or young players 
fulfilling some of their promise, Pittsburgh is 
headed in the right direction. And I think this is 
the year the Pirates finally do it. I think the 
Pirates are going to break a .500 record. 
 This is as bold a prediction as one can have 
in sports: the Pirates being a winning team—
imagine that! But in actuality, this team isn’t so 
far off. With youth, surprising power, and more 
pitching than they’ve had in recent memory, 
the Pirates are poised to do the impossible. 
  The young offense’s development is going 
to be the key to this team. Andrew McCutchen 
established himself as one of the most 
impactful players in the game as a five-tool 
player, but the rest of the offense is still 
developing. Pedro Alvarez’s power finally set 
in, but he only reached base at a .317 clip. Neil 
Walker continues to hit well for average, but he 
hasn’t added any power in two years.  
 More importantly may be the development 
of both non-McCutchen outfielders: Starling 
Marte and Travis Snider. The Marte Partay 
earned a surprise call-up last July and impressed, 
hitting for more power than he ever did in the 
minors in addition to fielding and running very 
well. As for Snider, he was an elite prospect, more 
so than Marte was, but his star fell in Toronto, 
so they gave him up for cheap. Snider was a great 
hitter for both average and power as a prospect, 
but that hasn’t translated to the majors. The 
Pirates would get a huge boost if either former 
prospect were to fulfill their potential.  
 As moderately exciting as the offense could 
be, the pitching rotation’s improvement from 
2012 should make a bigger difference than any 
other facet of this team this season. The Bucs 
will get Wandy Rodriguez and fellow lefty 
Francisco Liriano (if he’s healthy) for a full 
season, much better than Erik Bedard, Charlie 
Morton, and their combined 4.91 ERA last year. 
The biggest addition, though, may not come 
until summer when über-prospect Gerrit Cole 
gets his first cup of coffee. 
 While this team won’t be contending for 
any postseason action, things are getting 
better. The offense lost nobody of note, 
replacing the near-incompetent Rod Barajas 
with Russell Martin, and the young lineup 
should only improve. Sure, A.J. Burnett may 
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 As moderately exciting as the offense could 
be, the rotation’s improvement from 2012 
should make a bigger difference than any other 
facet of the team. The Bucs will get Wandy 
Rodriguez and fellow lefty Francisco Liriano (if 
he’s healthy) for a full season—much better than 
Erik Bedard, Charlie Morton, and their 4.91 ERA 
last year. The biggest addition, though, may not 
come until summer when über-prospect Gerrit 
Cole gets his first cup of coffee. 
 While this team won’t be contending for any 
postseason action, things are getting better. The 
offense lost nobody of note, replacing the near-
incompetent Rod Barajas with Russell Martin—
the young lineup should only improve. Sure, A.J. 
Burnett may regress back to his wild, 4.79 
Yankees ERA side, but the team should improve 
enough to win three more games.  
 

3B Pedro Alvarez 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Wily Peralta RHP Major league ready with a mid-90s fastball and plus slider. Command is in question. B+ 
Tyler Thornburg RHP Durable, has a three-pitch mix. Small frame with flat, hard fastball, may be a reliever. B 
Taylor Jungmann RHP College ace who hasn’t K’d many in the pros. Innings eater with above-average stuff. B 

Clint Coulter C Strong bat with budding power and great discipline. Plus arm, but rough defensively. B 
Johnny Hellweg RHP 6’9” fireballer with poor command, mechanics. Needs better secondary pitches to start. B- 
Victor Roache LF Has light tower power, but no other tool impresses. Coming off a major wrist injury. B- 

Scooter Gennett 2B Will hit for a high average, with decent power, speed, and defense. Lacks star power. B- 
Mitch Haniger CF Good defender with a plus arm, above-average power. May stick in CF, RF more likely. B- 
Hunter Morris 1B Plus power and a solid bat. Medium upside, needs to improve his approach at the plate. B- 
Orlando Arcia SS Very raw, miles from the majors, but flashes all five tools and good plate discipline. C+ 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Norichika Aoki RF 
.288 .355 .433 10 30 2.9 

Rickie Weeks 2B 
.230 .328 .400 21 16 1.6 

Ryan Braun LF 
.319 .391 .595 41 30 7.9 

Aramis Ramirez 3B 
.300 .360 .540 27 9 6.5 

Jonathan Lucroy C 
.320 .368 .513 12 4 3.9 

Corey Hart 1B 
.270 .334 .507 30 5 2.9 

Carlos Gomez CF 
.260 .305 .463 19 37 3.5 

Jean Segura SS 
.258 .315 .325 0 7 0.0 

 

Logan Schafer OF 
.304 .320 .522 0 0 0.4 

Taylor Green IF 
.184 .265 .340 3 0 0.0 

Martin Maldonado C 
.266 .321 .408 8 1 1.6 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Yovani Gallardo RHP 
3.66 3.94 1.30 204.0 204 2.7 

Kyle Lohse RHP 
2.86 3.51 1.09 211.0 143 3.6 

Marco Estrada RHP 
3.64 3.35 1.14 138.1 143 2.7 

Wily Peralta RHP 
2.48 2.65 1.21 29.0 23 0.8 

Mike Fiers RHP 
3.74 3.09 1.26 127.2 135 3.0 

 

John Axford RHP 
4.67 4.06 1.44 69.1 93 0.2 

Burke Badenhop RHP 
3.03 3.62 1.20 62.1 42 0.4 

The Big Number 
 

Brewers’ 
2012 team 
offensive 

WAR, 2nd in 
the league. 

 Milwaukee GM Doug Melvin has never 
shied away from making a bold move. In 2008, 
he shipped prospects Matt LaPorta and 
Michael Brantley to Cleveland for CC Sabathia. 
Two years later, he sent top prospect Brett 
Lawrie to the Blue Jays for Shaun Marcum plus 
four more highly touted prospects to Kansas 
City for Zack Greinke. But Melvin had no trades 
up his sleeves this winter. Well, except for 
adding Burke Badenhop. 
 Although there weren’t any major changes, 
the offense was actually tops in the NL last 
year. Ryan Braun’s fantastic season came as a 
surprise to no one, not Ron Roenicke, not 
Anthony Bosch. But what did come as a 
surprise was Aramis Ramirez’s resurgence as a 
premier power hitter and above-average 
defender. At age 33, Ramirez had his best 
season to date, which isn’t so much sketchy as 
it is unlikely to be replicated. 
 Jonathan Lucroy rode a .338 BABIP to a 
breakout season only diminished by the fact 
that he missed 66 games, largely because of an 
injury caused by Lucroy searching for a 
missing sock and having a suitcase fall on his 
hand. Even Carlos Gomez managed a .305 OBP 
and Norichika Aoki adjusted well in his first 
season in the majors.  
 The real problem of not making changes on 
offense really comes into focus when you look at 
two former young stars: Rickie Weeks and Corey 
Hart. Both are on the wrong side of 30 now, and 
both have decaying on-base skills, defense, and 
in Weeks’ case, less power. At this point, it’s 
doubtful that either will have a season better 
than 3.5 WAR again barring an outlier year. 
 Unfortunately, because of trades, bad 
drafting, and minimal success in the 
international market, the Brew Crew has little 
to no rookie talent on the major league team. 
Four out of the five starters are homegrown, 
but the rotation is really just Yovani Gallardo, 
Kyle Lohse, and a medley of ho-hum 4th and 5th 
starters. Wily Peralta, who maintains his 
rookie eligibility after pitching in 21 innings, 
has the chance to be a top-of-the-rotation 
starters, bit he’ll take years to get there, much 
less half a season.  
 
 The definition of insanity: doing the same 
thing over and over and expecting different 
results. This strategy may work for a great 
team, but the 2012 83-79 season was far from 
great. Unfortunately, this team is more than 
one bold move away from the playoffs, so 
Melvin should really consider blowing up the 
team’s core and collecting assets to replenish a 
barren farm system and rebuild from the 
bottom up. 
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starters. Wily Peralta, who maintains his rookie 
eligibility after pitching 21 innings, has the 
chance to be a top-of-the-rotation starter, but 
he’ll take years to get there. As fine as he may 
be in a few years, don’t be shocked to see he 
him get roughed up for the time being. 
 The Brewers fit the definition of insanity: 
doing the same thing over and over and 
expecting different results. This strategy may 
work for a great team, but the 2012 83-79 
campaign was far from great. Unfortunately, 
this team is more than one bold move away 
from the playoffs, so Melvin can’t salvage the 
season by trading off who’s left in the minors 
for another ace pitcher. Instead, he should 
really consider blowing up the team’s core and 
collecting assets to replenish a barren farm 
system and rebuild from the bottom up. 
 

3B Aramis Ramirez 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Javier Baez SS Surprisingly strong defender with plus bat speed. Aggressive, should hit for power. A- 
Albert Almora CF Above average tools across the board, needs to refine discipline. Polished for age (18). B+ 

Jorge Soler RF Huge upside with massive power, big arm, and speed. Adjusting to off-speeds is key. B+ 
Arodys Vizcaino RHP Electric fastball and curve, durability is in question. Coming off Tommy John Surgery. B 

Dillon Maples RHP Athletic with plus fastball, curve. Top-of-the-rotation upside, but mechanics are iffy. B 
Dan Vogelbach 1B Concerning frame (6’ 250) but hits for average and massive power. Very poor defense. B 
Brett Jackson CF Very toolsy, but can’t put it together. Ks all too much, but strong defense saves value. B 

Pierce Johnson RHP Good not great all-around. Promising fastball and curve, but he has a medium ceiling. B- 
Christian Villanueva 3B Outstanding defender with developing power, some speed. Overly-aggressive at bat. B- 
Duane Underwood RHP High upside with plus velocity. Needs more consistency, secondary offerings promising. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

David DeJesus CF 
.263 .350 .403 9 7 1.7 

Starlin Castro SS 
.283 .323 .430 14 25 3.3 

Anthony Rizzo 1B 
.285 .342 .463 15 3 1.8 

Alfonso Soriano LF 
.262 .322 .499 32 6 4.0 

Nate Schierholtz RF 
.257 .321 .407 6 3 0.5 

Welington Castillo C 
.265 .337 .418 5 0 1.2 

Luis Valbuena IF 
.219 .310 .340 4 0 0.9 

Darwin Barney 2B 
.254 .299 .354 7 6 2.5 

 

Dave Sappelt OF 
.275 .351 .449 2 0 0.9 

Ian Stewart 3B 
.201 .292 .335 5 0 0.1 

Dioner Navarro C 
.290 .306 .449 2 0 0.4 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Jeff Samardzija RHP 
3.81 3.55 1.22 174.2 180 3.3 

Matt Garza RHP 
3.91 4.17 1.18 103.2 96 1.2 

Edwin Jackson RHP 
4.03 3.85 1.22 189.2 168 2.7 

Scott Baker RHP 
3.14 3.45 1.17 134.2 123 2.8* 

Scott Feldman RHP 
5.09 3.81 1.38 123.2 96 2.3 

 

Carlos Marmol RHP 
3.42 3.98 1.54 55.1 72 0.2 

James Russell LHP 
3.25 3.48 1.30 69.1 55 0.7 

The Big Number 
 

Number of 
teams Edwin 
Jackson has 

been on in the 
last 40 months. 

 They’ve waited 104 years; another few can’t 
hurt that badly, right? This needs to be the 
mindset for Cubs fans, for better or for worse.  
 Since Theo Epstein took over the club a 
year and a half ago, the major league team 
hasn’t gotten that much better. But more 
importantly, the minor league system has been 
restocked with plenty of valuable assets, which 
bodes well for the future. 
 Theo seems to be somewhat emulating his 
strategy of how he built up the first Red Sox 
World Series team—by developing from within 
and making small free agent transactions. 
Although the Cubs do have money to spend, he 
limited his spending this off-season to giving 
Edwin Jackson a very reasonable $52 million 
contract and a few smaller deals. Since the 
Cubs won’t be jockeying for playoff position for 
a several years, there’s no need to spend big 
money on superstars like Josh Hamilton. But 
once some of the younger players develop, 
Theo can drop the big bucks. 
 When the Cubs do make it to that point—
enough success that they’re willing to pay nine 
figures for a star player—the major league 
roster will look very different. Just about the 
only players who are locks to be part of the 
next good Cubs team are Starlin Castro and 
Anthony Rizzo. Every other hitter on the roster 
is either an expensive stopgap (Alfonso Soriano 
and David DeJesus) or a young player with 
little upside (Darwin Barney, Nate Schierholtz, 
Ian Stewart, and Welington Castillo).  
 The rotation is a bit more promising with 
Jeff Samardzija at the top—a 28-year old who 
finally seems to be hitting his stride. Matt Garza 
and Edwin Jackson both are very good arms for 
the time being, but neither may be around past 
the end of their contracts because the Cubs 
could have cheaper, younger alternatives. Scott 
Baker could slide into that previous group of 
starters, although he’ll need to prove he can 
return to his pre-Tommy John form. 
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 The major league club, though, does not 
matter right now. They could win 60 games; 
they could win 80 games. They’re not going to 
make the playoffs. What is important is the 
development of the trio of young hitters Javier 
Baez, Albert Almora, and Jorge Soler, plus 
closer-to-the-majors players like Arodys 
Vizcaino and Brett Jackson. 
 Cubs fans might be worried because their 
team lost 192 games the past two season. While 
that’s certainly not a good thing, it’s easy to see 
how Theo’s plan is unfolding. He’s done it 
before in Boston (twice), and he’s certainly 
capable of being Chicago’s savior, too. The team 
will likely still be painful to watch, but this 
strategy of developing young players is much 
more sound than depending on aging, 
expensive players, like Chicago has in the past.  

RHP Matt Garza 

*2011 Statistics 
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Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Austin Hedges C Outstanding defender with surprising power. Could stand to take a few more pitches. B+ 
Rymer Liriano RF Plus speed, raw power, bat speed, but poor pitch recognition. Rangy with cannon arm. B+ 

Casey Kelly RHP Out most of 2012 with elbow issues. Three above-average pitches, very projectable. B+ 
Max Fried LHP Good raw stuff, although off-speeds can be a little hard. High upside with a ways to go. B+ 

Jedd Gyorko 3B Plus bat with nice power. Below-average defender at 2B because of frame, footwork. B+ 
Matt Wisler RHP Good control with a plus slider and projectable frame. Uptick in velocity boosts value. B 

Joe Ross RHP Can reach 97, but shoulder injuries can be concerning. Curve, change are promising. B 
Robbie Erlin LHP Good control with a couple solid off-speeds. Fringy fastball leaves him fly ball-prone. B- 

Zach Eflin RHP High upside thanks to a plus fastball, changeup. Have to hope injuries aren’t recurring.  B- 
Adys Portillo RHP Heavily leans on big fastball, promising changeup. Control wobbled in upper minors. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Everth Cabrera SS 
.246 .324 .324 2 44 1.8 

Will Venable RF 
.264 .335 .429 9 24 2.7 

Chase Headley 3B 
.286 .376 .498 31 17 7.5 

Yasmani Grandal C 
.297 .394 .469 8 0 2.6 

Carlos Quentin LF 
.261 .374 .504 16 0 2.0 

Yonder Alonso 1B 
.273 .348 .393 9 3 2.0 

Jedd Gyorko 2B 
.311 .373 .547 30 5 --* 

Cameron Maybin CF 
.243 .306 .349 8 26 2.7 

 

Jesus Guzman OF 
.247 .319 .418 9 3 1.1 

Logan Forsythe IF 
.273 .343 .390 6 8 1.5 

Nick Hundley C 
.157 .219 .245 3 0 -0.4 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Edinson Volquez RHP 
4.14 4.06 1.45 182.2 174 1.3 

Clayton Richard LHP 
3.99 4.62 1.23 218.2 107 0.2 

Jason Marquis RHP 
5.22 5.09 1.47 127.2 91 -0.2 

Eric Stults LHP 
2.91 3.78 1.20 99.0 55 1.0 

Andrew Cashner RHP 
4.27 3.55 1.32 46.1 52 0.3 

 

Huston Street RHP 
1.85 2.20 0.72 39.0 47 1.1 

Luke Gregerson RHP 
2.39 3.36 1.09 71.2 72 0.5 

The Big Number 
 

Number of 
games Grandal 
is suspended 

for using 
testosterone. 

 You're waiting for a train, a train that will 
take you far away. You know where you hope 
this train will take you, but you don't know for 
sure. But it doesn't matter. How can it not 
matter to you where that train will take you?  
 This has been the life of a Padre fan the past 
two seasons. Uninspiring play with uninspiring 
players. Since they traded Adrian Gonzalez—
for good reason, to be clear—they’ve had 
a .454 winning percentage and no identity. 
 But fear not, Padres fans, it’s time to get 
excited for your team! In about three years. 
Short and sweet, the Padres aren’t going 
anywhere because after Chase Headley, this 
team is just short on talent, especially on the 
mound. However, the future should be bright 
in San Diego—just not for a couple grueling 
years. And if not, at least there’s that 70 degree 
year round climate. 
 To say the team is devoid of talent would 
be a little strong, but there’s not much to work 
with in this lineup. Although WAR is not the be-
all and end-all, it’s a very accurate representation 
of player value, and no Padre outside of Chase 
Headley mustered a WAR over 2.7 last year. 
Cameron Maybin broke out in 2011 with a 4.6 
WAR, but he saw his wOBA fall below .300 for 
the second time in three years, along with a 
significant drop in power, speed, and defense. 
The man, though, turns 26 in April and is far 
from done improving, one would suspect. 
 All and all, the Padres just have a somber 
lineup. The only usable tool Everth Cabrera has 
flashed is his speed—which he can’t even 
maximize because of his .324 OBP. The two 
hitters acquired for Mat Latos had solid 
seasons, but Yasmani Grandal was suspended 
50 games this season for testosterone use, and 
Yonder Alonso showed very limited power 
while former Padres prospect Anthony Rizzo 
killed it in his half-season in Chicago.  
 The Padres lack of young talent stems from 
their total lack of draft acumen. Only one of San 
Diego’s first round draft picks has reached the 
majors since 2004, and Cesar Carrillo only 
lasted 10.1 innings. But now, it seems as if the 
Padres have turned around their minor league 
system since the inception of now-GM Josh 
Byrnes’ time in San Diego in December of 
2010. Through trades (Casey Kelly), drafting 
(Austin Hedges), and international signings 
(Rymer Liriano), the Padres now have one of 
the best farm systems in the league with 
players who can make an impact in the next 
couple years.  
  
 

34 

Diego’s first round draft picks has reached the 
majors since 2004, and Cesar Carrillo only 
lasted 10.1 innings. But now, it seems as if the 
Padres have turned around their minor league 
system since the inception of now-GM Josh 
Byrnes’ time in San Diego in December of 2010. 
Through trades (Casey Kelly), drafting (Austin 
Hedges), and international signings (Rymer 
Liriano), the Padres now have one of the best 
farm systems in the league with players who 
can make an impact in the next couple years.  
 For now, the team will suffer because of 
maddeningly banal pitchers, but help is on the 
way. And with the pipeline so rich in talent, 
things could be better in San Diego than they 
were at any point in the last decade—although 
no team won over 90 games. You mustn't be 
afraid to dream a little bigger, darling. 
 

3B Chase Headley 

*Minor League Statistics 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

David Dahl CF Athletic, five-tool potential. Complete hitter with a chance to stick in CF as he fills out. B+ 
Trevor Story SS Flashes all five tools, especially arm strength. Great power, patience for his position. B+ 

Nolan Arenado 3B Lefty-killer with a steady glove, strong bat, limited power. Medium ceiling, high floor. B+ 
Chad Bettis RHP Missed 2012 with shoulder issues. Plus fastball and slider, should stick in the rotation. B 
Kyle Parker RF Power is real, discipline is improved. Prototype corner outfielder still improving at 23. B 
Eddie Butler RHP Plus fastball, slider get great strikeout, ground ball rates. Ran over young competition. B 

Tyler Anderson LHP Plus control, changeup, but other pitches are fringy. Should be a quality back-end arm. B 
Will Swanner C Big-time power potential paired with K issues. Very poor defender, may move to 1B. B- 
Tyler Matzek LHP Outstanding stuff (plus curve) but terrible control. Definition of high risk high reward. B- 

Edwar Cabrera LHP Outstanding changeup and a solid fastball (if he can keep it down). Ready to help now. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Dexter Fowler CF 
.300 .389 .474 13 12 2.9 

Josh Rutledge 2B 
.274 .306 .469 8 7 0.8 

Carlos Gonzalez LF 
.303 .371 .510 22 20 2.7 

Troy Tulowitzki SS 
.287 .360 .486 8 2 1.5 

Michael Cuddyer RF 
.260 .317 .489 16 8 1.0 

Todd Helton 1B 
.238 .343 .400 7 1 0.4 

Wilin Rosario C 
.270 .312 .530 28 4 1.8 

Chris Nelson 3B 
.301 .352 .458 9 2 0.3 

 

Tyler Colvin RF 
.290 .327 .531 18 7 2.7 

Eric Young Jr. IF 
.262 .317 .351 3 4 0.2 

Jonathan Herrera IF 
.262 .317 .351 3 4 0.2 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Jhoulys Chacin RHP 
4.43 5.15 1.62 69.0 45 0.5 

Jorge de la Rosa LHP 
9.28 8.63 1.78 10.2 6 -0.3 

Juan Nicasio RHP 
5.28 3.99 1.62 58.0 54 1.1 

Jeff Francis LHP 
5.58 4.27 1.48 113.0 76 1.8 

Drew Pomeranz LHP 
4.93 4.81 1.48 96.2 83 1.0 

 

Rafael Betancourt RHP 
2.81 3.09 1.13 57.2 57 1.4 

Matt Belisle RHP 
3.71 2.97 1.36 80.0 69 2.1 

The Big Number 
 

Number of the 14 
Rockies starters 

with a sub-5 ERA 
(Chacin and 
Pomeranz). 

 Building a team in an extreme hitter’s park 
is one of the hardest things to do for a front 
office. Building the offense is easy—an average 
group of hitters will look very good—but build-
ing the pitching is key. When a team plays half 
its game in these conditions, it’s important to 
have not only good pitching, but pitching that 
draws way more ground balls than fly balls.  
 Coors Field is not only the most hitter 
friendly ballpark in the majors; it’s the most 
hitter friendly by a landslide—teams score 
57.9% more runs than average when in Denver, 
and the next highest margin is U.S. Cellular 
Field, which has a 26.8% boost in offense. The 
problem emanates from the thin air in the Mile 
High City; off-speed pitches don’t gain as much 
traction in the air and break less than normal, 
and the ball flies farther off the bat.  
 The Rockies, though, haven’t put together a 
strong pitching staff to counter the tough 
pitching conditions. The staff shows poor 
control, does not draw many ground balls, and 
unsurprisingly, has really struggled. And until 
the Rockies fix this problem, the team will be 
stuck in baseball purgatory. 
 The main problem with Colorado’s pitching 
staff comes from the youngsters. Jhoulys Chacin, 
Juan Nicasio, Drew Pomeranz, Christian 
Friedrich, and Tyler Chatwood (all between ages 
23 and 26) had a ground ball rate of just 44.0%, 
which would’ve been 20th in the majors if they 
formed a rotation. Overall, the Rockies’ rotation 
gave up the second-least fly balls in the majors, 
but they also gave up the second-most homers, 
culminating in the worst ERA in the league 
(5.22) by .43 runs. The bottom line is Colorado 
just need to find better pitchers who can keep 
the ball out of the air and on the ground.  
 Although the team has no pitching to speak 
of (three of their four top WAR-grossing 
pitchers were relievers), the Rockies do have 
two great young hitters and some promising 
players. The problem, though, is that Troy 
Tulowitzki and Carlos Gonzalez are owed a 
combined $218 million through 2020, and 
that’s a whole lot of money to spend on players 
for a team headed in no particular direction.  
 For some teams, dropping nearly a quarter 
billion dollars on two players wouldn’t be an 
issue, considering the duo is headed into their 
primes, but the Rockies aren’t exactly a big 
market team, and it would be in their best 
economic interest—and maybe best winning 
interest—to  
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Tulowitzki and Carlos Gonzalez are owed a 
combined $218 million through 2020, and 
that’s a whole lot of money to spend on players 
for a team headed in no particular direction.  
 For some teams, dropping nearly a quarter 
billion dollars on two players wouldn’t be an 
issue, considering the duo is headed into their 
primes, but the Rockies aren’t exactly a big 
market team. It would be in their best economic 
interest—and maybe best winning interest—to 
trade those two stars for big ransoms and amass 
some actual pitching depth and more young 
talent. As bad as it sounds, the Rockies will be 
losing with or without Tulo and CarGo, and by 
the time Colorado puts together a playoff team 
at this rate, those two will be past their primes 
and headed towards free agency.  
 

CF Dexter Fowler 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Jose Fernandez RHP 4 plus pitches (fastball, curveball, changeup, slider), great peripheral numbers. Ace. A 
Christian Yelich CF All 5 tools are at least average and he can stick in CF. If power develops, he’ll be a star. A- 
Justin Nicolino LHP Very polished. Solid velocity, outstanding command, stuff doesn’t blow hitters away. B+ 

Andrew Heaney LHP Hard-thrower with plus control, slider. Polished college starter, should move quickly. B+ 
Jake Marisnick CF Ultra-athletic with all the tools but a long swing. Worst case, he’s a glove-speed guy. B 
Marcell Ozuna RF Huge arm, big power, and even some speed; prototypical RF. Hits too aggressively. B 

Adeiny Hechavarria SS Phenomenal defender with a plus arm. Lacks plate discipline, bat has not progressed. B- 
Jose Urena RHP High ceiling with a plus fastball and solid off-speeds. Throws strikes almost to a fault. B- 

Rob Brantly C Respectable defender with a solid bat and gap power. Low floor and medium ceiling. B- 
Adam Conley LHP Draws grounders with fastball movement, change. Stamina and breaking balls shaky. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Juan Pierre LF 
.307 .351 .371 1 37 1.7 

Placido Polanco 3B 
.257 .302 .327 2 0 0.6 

Giancarlo Stanton RF 
.290 .361 .608 37 6 5.8 

Logan Morrison 1B 
.230 .308 .399 11 1 0.2 

Rob Brantly C 
.290 .372 .460 3 1 0.6 

Justin Ruggiano CF 
.313 .374 .535 13 14 2.8 

Donovan Solano 2B 
.295 .342 .375 2 7 1.3 

Adeiny Hechavarria SS 
.254 .280 .365 2 0 -0.2 

 

Chris Coghlan Util 
.140 .212 .183 1 0 -1.2 

Greg Dobbs 3B 
.285 .313 .386 5 4 -1.1 

Jeff Mathis C 
.218 .249 .393 8 1 0.8 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Ricky Nolasco RHP 
4.48 3.87 1.37 191.0 125 2.7 

Henderson Alvarez RHP 
4.85 5.18 1.44 187.1 79 0.5 

Jacob Turner RHP 
4.42 4.79 1.20 55.0 36 0.3 

Nate Eovaldi RHP 
4.30 4.13 1.51 119.1 78 1.1 

Wade LeBlanc LHP 
3.67 4.04 1.31 68.3 43 0.6 

 

Steve Cishek RHP 
2.69 3.22 1.30 63.2 68 0.9 

Ryan Webb RHP 
4.03 3.26 1.52 60.1 44 0.7 

The Big Number 
 

Player (Nolasco) 
still around 

from the 2010 
opening day 

roster. 

 I fell for it. The Marlins spent $191 million 
on Jose Reyes, Mark Buehrle, and Heath Bell 
and traded for Carlos Zambrano last winter, 
making it look like the team was ready to 
finally make a run at October. I was certainly 
on board, picking them to win a Wild Card. 
 But no. Miami started off 49-60, ending with 
a stretch where the team lost 37 of 55. And 
surprise, surprise, the Marlins went into full 
fire sale mode. See ya, Hanley Ramirez. Later, 
Gaby Sanchez. Nice knowing ya, Omar Infante 
and Anibal Sanchez. Yet for some reason this 
surprised me. Fool me once, shame on you. Fool 
me twice, shame on me. But fool me three times? 
 The trades continued into the off-season as 
the Marlins shipped Bell to Arizona plus the 
other two big free agent signings, Reyes and 
Buehrle, with Josh Johnson and Emilio Bonifacio 
to Toronto. And once again, Miami finds itself 
in another rebuild, years away from contention. 
 Owner Jeffrey Loria is an evil genius—
insubordinate and churlish. He promised to 
spend more money, which he sort of did. Then 
again, he back-loaded the big contracts, only 
paying $22 million of the $191 million last year 
before trading them away 11 months later. 
Because he promised to spend more money, 
the Miami taxpayers wound up paying for 80% 
of his ballpark. But although he cut the payroll 
back to its painfully low level, the taxpayers 
are still going to fund the overwhelming 
majority of the stadium. Loria is pocketing 
some serious cash, as dirty as it may be. 
 But we shouldn’t completely vilify Loria 
here. He may not make his fans happy with the 
umpteenth fire sale in the team’s 20-year 
history, but the moves did make some baseball 
sense. The team as constructed at the start of 
the off-season was in no shape to make the 
playoffs, so what would be the point of just 
sitting on expensive, valuable trade chips? The 
Marlins accelerated the rebuilding process. 
 Admittedly, the Marlins could have eaten 
away players individually or eaten more salary 
to get back better prospects for All-Stars like 
Reyes and Johnson, but it’s clear that Loria is 
more concerned about finances than player 
talent at this point.  

Still, the Marlins did collect some very 
good, close-to-the-majors talent from Toronto, 
including their starting shortstop (Adeiny 
Hechavarria), catcher (Rob Brantly), and three 
starting pitchers (Jacob Turner, Henderson 
Alvarez, and Nate Eovaldi). They even own one 
of the deepest farm systems in the league with 
elite talents Jose Fernandez and Christian 
Yelich two years away and recently acquired 
Justin Nicolino and Jake Marisnick.  
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more salary in their trades as to acquire better 
prospects for All-Stars Reyes and Johnson, but 
it’s clear that Loria is more concerned about 
finances than player talent at this point.  
 Still, the Marlins did collect some very 
good, close-to-the-majors talent, including their 
starting shortstop, catcher, and three starting 
pitchers. They even own one of the deepest 
farm systems now thanks to the supplements 
from the trades over the past nine months.  
 Miami’s future will be bright—until the 
next inevitable set of salary dumps—but 
Miami’s present is bleak. Outside of Giancarlo 
Stanton and Logan Morrison, the offense will be 
dreadful, and the pitcher’s haven they play in 
won’t help. If the young pitching steps up, this 
team may approach 70 wins, but the 2013 team 
is just plain low on major league talent. 
 
 

RF Giancarlo Stanton 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top 10 Prospects Pos Scouting Report Grade 

Zack Wheeler RHP Great velocity, a plus curveball, and a solid slider, changeup. Top-of-the-rotation guy. A- 
Travis d’Arnaud C Solid defender with a strong arm. Plus raw power, a nice bat, injuries hold him back. A- 

Noah Syndergaard RHP Great frame with a hard, sinking fastball, but curveball needs work. Not always healthy. B+ 
Wilmer Flores 3B Out-grew shortstop, but his power finally set in. Defense in question, but he’s only 21. B+ 

Michael Fulmer RHP Nice fastball-slider combination, but cross-body delivery hurts his command, plane. B 
Brandon Nimmo CF Toolsy with a lot of walks and strikeouts. Very raw, couldn’t handle lefties, passive. B 
Gavin Cecchini SS Very good fielder with an average arm. Good runner with a nice bat but gap power. B 
Jeurys Familia RHP Throws heat, a plus slider, but lack of great control, change may force him to relieve. B 

Rafael Montero RHP Plus command and control with a couple nice secondary pitches. Mid-rotation guy.  B 
Domingo Tapia RHP Great fastball up to 98 with nice sink. Needs a better breaking ball to stick as a starter. B- 

 

Lineup Pos 
AVG OBP SLG HR SB WAR 

Ruben Tejada SS 
.239 .333 .351 1 4 2.1 

Daniel Murphy 2B 
.291 .332 .403 6 10 1.8 

David Wright 3B 
.306 .391 .492 21 15 7.8 

Ike Davis 1B 
.227 .308 .462 32 0 1.6 

Lucas Duda LF 
.239 .329 .389 15 1 -1.1 

Marlon Byrd RF 
.210 .243 .245 1 0 -1.0 

John Buck C 
.192 .297 .347 12 0 1.2 

Collin Cowgill CF 
.269 .336 .317 1 3 0.2 

 

Kirk Nieuwenhuis OF 
.252 .315 .376 7 4 0.9 

Mike Baxter OF 
.263 .365 .413 3 5 1.2 

Justin Turner IF 
.269 .319 .392 2 1 0.5 

Pitchers L/R 
ERA FIP WHIP IP K WAR 

Johan Santana LHP 
4.85 4.09 1.33 117.0 111 1.1 

Jon Niese LHP 
3.40 3.80 1.17 190.1 155 2.4 

Shaun Marcum RHP 
3.70 4.10 1.27 124.0 109 1.4 

Dillon Gee RHP 
4.10 3.71 1.25 109.2 97 1.5 

Matt Harvey RHP 
2.73 3.30 1.15 59.1 70 1.1 

 

Frank Francisco RHP 
5.53 3.90 1.61 42.1 47 0.1 

Bobby Parnell RHP 
2.49 2.99 1.24 68.2 61 1.0 

The Big Number 
 

Davis’ ISO, 
which is 8 

points 
better than 

his AVG. 

 The Mets find themselves in a precarious 
situation. The Braves and Nationals each built 
a foundation of young players who will keep 
them in playoff contention for years to come. 
The Phillies have been willing to spend big 
bucks for stars, and the Marlins, while not 
competitive now, are hoarding top prospects. 
 Then we have the Mets—a major market 
team with small-town talent. The last time they 
made the playoffs, 2006, the Mets spent big on 
Carlos Beltran, Carlos Delgado, Pedro Martinez, 
and Tom Glavine. Their payroll was $101 
million—fifth highest in baseball. The team 
continued to spend, increasing the payroll more 
than $15 million each of the next two seasons. 
 Come 2008, the payroll was sitting at 
nearly $138 million, and the team finished one 
game out of the playoffs. But then the wheels 
came off and the team won just 149 games 
over the next two seasons, while the payroll 
still sat in the mid-$130 millions. 
 New management led by GM Sandy 
Alderson started slashing salaries, bringing the 
payroll down $40 million in three years. 
Consequently, the team hasn’t improved, 
posting their lowest offensive output since the 
95-loss 2003 team, thanks in part to fielding 
their youngest lineup since the ’97 Mets.  
 That youth, though, is the key for this team. 
Alderson has abandoned trying to leverage a 
big market payroll to improve the team 
through bodacious free agent contracts. Not 
only that, he’s ridding the team of all 
potentially expensive players—like R.A. 
Dickey—with the exception of David Wright. 
 Wright was the only hitter on the team with 
a WAR above 2.1, and he’s being paid hand-
somely to stick around—to the tune of $138 
million over 7 years. John Buck is the only 
other hitter making more than $2 million, and 
he’s at a mere $6 million. The Metropolitans will 
depend on six key hitters age 28 or younger, 
many of whom will have more than their fair 
share of struggles, and that number could rise 
when Travis d’Arnaud gets the call up. 

 But while the offense remains 
uninspiring, the Mets do have a crop of 
young pitching (nearly) ready to help. 
Matt Harvey was fantastic during his 
short stint in the majors, and Zach 
Wheeler should be knocking on the door 
of the major league club any minute. But 
in the mean time, the rotation is a 
cavalcade of has been’s (Johan Santana 
and Shaun Marcum) and blasé 
youngsters (Jon Niese and Dillon Gee). 
 Alderson has the right idea to 
build through the farm system, especially 
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share of struggles, and that number could rise 
when Travis d’Arnaud gets the call up. 
 But while the offense remains uninspiring, 
the Mets do have a crop of young pitching 
(nearly) ready to help. Matt Harvey was a 
revelation during his short stint in the majors, 
and Zach Wheeler should be knocking on the 
major league door any minute. But in the mean 
time, the rotation is a cavalcade of has been’s 
(Johan Santana and Shaun Marcum) and middling 
youngsters (Jon Niese and Dillon Gee). 
 Alderson has the right idea to build through 
the farm system, especially around pitching, but 
this team is currently just putrid. It’s David 
Wright and a sad group of cast-offs. The team 
has more money to spend, and they’ve had 
success with it in the past, but the Mets are just 
wandering off in a different direction.  
  
 

RHP Matt Harvey 
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AAV    The average annual value of a contract. 
AVG/OBP/SLG  This is the order in which basic hitting statistics are given. 
BABIP    Batting average on balls in play. League average BABIP is about .300.  
FIP    A pitching statistic imitating ERA that takes defense out of the equation.  
ISO   A measure of power that subtracts batting average from slugging percentage.  
Pythagorean Record What a team’s record should have been based off runs scored and allowed. 
UBR    A baseruning statistic that measures runs saved (or lost) on the bases. 
UZR    A fielding statistic that measures runs saved (or lost) in the field. 
WAR    Overall value in terms of number of wins above a replacement-level player. 
wOBA    All-encompassing offensive statistic imitating OBP based off observed run values. 
 

 
 

1. Jurickson Profar, Rangers SS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Wil Myers, Rays RF 
3. Oscar Taveras, Cardinals RF 
4. Dylan Bundy, Orioles RHP 
5. Xander Bogaerts, Red Sox SS 
6. Gerrit Cole, Pirates RHP 
7. Jose Fernandez, Marlins RHP 
8. Jameson Taillon, Pirates RHP 
9. Byron Buxton, Twins CF 
10. Carlos Correa, Astros SS 
11. Zack Wheeler, Mets RHP 
12. Christian Yelich, Marlins CF 
13. Miguel Sano, Twins 3B 
14. Trevor Bauer, Indians RHP 
15. Mike Zunino, Mariners C 
16. Travis d’Arnaud, Mets C 
17. Taijuan Walker, Mariners RHP 
18. Shelby Miller, Cardinals RHP 
19. Julio Teheran, Braves RHP 
 

 
 

20. Tyler Skaggs, D-Backs LHP 
21. Addison Russell, Athletics SS 
22. George Springer, Astros CF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23. Archie Bradley, D-Backs RHP 
24. Billy Hamilton, Reds CF 
25. Francisco Lindor, Indians SS 
26. Anthony Rendon, Nationals 3B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27. Javier Baez, Cubs SS 
28. Lucas Giolito, Nationals RHP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29. Carlos Martinez, Cardinals RHP 

He’s the top prospect in 
the game because he has 
all five tools at a prime 
position with great 
instincts and little chance 
of failing. He’s ready to 
play now, but with Elvis 
Andrus and Ian Kinsler   

around, he won’t get much playing time 
unless someone switches positions.  

Tehran was ranked 4th for 
me in 2012 and 12th in 
2011, but he struggled in 
AAA and the majors to the 
tune of a 5.11 ERA and 
6.68 K/9. But he’s just 22 
and still has a plus fastball 
and changeup, so it’s too  

early to give up on him as an ace. If his 
breaking ball ever develops, watch out.  

Springer is overlooked 
because he has a poor 
two-strike approach and 
strikes out a lot. But 
those are minor issues 
considering how great 
his tools are. A true five-
tool player, he should   

stick in center or be plus in right. With 
his power and speed, what’s not to like?  

Possibly the top talent in 
the 2011 draft, Rendon 
has not been able to stay 
healthy. He’s a great 
defender with a fantastic 
bat, although his power is 
just average. He’s blocked 
by Ryan Zimmerman   

right now, but playing 2B is out of the 
question considering his ankles’ health.  

Giolito was nearly the 
first high school pitcher 
ever drafted first overall 
because of his 100 mph 
heat and power curve 
until he required elbow 
surgery. Some people are 
scared off, but Tommy   

John surgery has an incredible success 
rate and his stuff is nearly Strasburgian.  

 
 

30. Jonathan Singleton, Astros 1B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31. Nick Castellanos, Tigers 3B 
32. Kevin Gausman, Orioles RHP 
33. Jackie Bradley Jr., Red Sox CF 
34. Kyle Zimmer, Royals RHP 
35. Matt Barnes, Red Sox RHP 
36. Gregory Polanco, Pirates CF 
37. Aaron Sanchez, Blue Jays RHP 
38. Mason Williams, Yankees CF 
39. Gary Sanchez, Yankees C 
40. Taylor Guerrieri, Rays RHP 
41. Albert Almora, Cubs CF 
42. David Dahl, Rockies CF 
43. Alen Hansen, Pirates SS 
44. Bubba Starling, Royals CF 
45. Jorge Soler, Cubs RF 
46. Austin Hedges, Padres C 
47. Aaron Hicks, Twins CF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
48. Rymer Liriano, Padres RF 
49. Delino DeShields Jr., Astros 2B 
50. Courtney Hawkins, White Sox RF 
 
 
 

Singleton has a sweet 
swing with easy power 
and a great ability to get 
on base. He would be 
MLB ready, except he got 
whacked with a 50-game 
suspension for marijuana 
use, but his life choices  

don’t impact his value in the slightest. 

The talent has always 
been there—speed, 
defense and patience—
but his power and pitch 
recognition have finally 
set in. He has the Twins’ 
leadoff spot and center 
field job, making him an   

AL ROY co-favorite with Wil Myers. 


